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Interview 3 We talk to the leader of the first party without politicians

Daniel Vosseler is a candidate for 
the mayor of Barcelona for Barce-
lona Ets Tu, a party without poli-
ticians, made up of self-employed 
entrepreneurs and small and me-
dium-sized business professionals. 
His party aims to remove Ada Co-
lau from the City Council and trans-
form the county town to what it 
was a few years ago.

Vosseler, lawyer and director 
and founder of Vosseler Abogados, 
is a great lover of Andorra, a co-
untry he has been visiting often for 
many years and where he mainly lo-
oks for disconnection and good ski 
slopes, in addition to going shop-
ping. By leading a different propo-
sal for a neighboring city like Barce-
lona and because of its relationship 
with the country, from EL PERIÒ-
DIC we wanted to know his propo-
sal in detail.

–You are a party formed by profes-
sionals from different sectors and 
not by professional politicians. How 
was Barcelona Ets Tu born?
–The party was born from the fe-
eling of belonging to the city of Bar-
celona and from our unequivocal 
commitment to our people, seeing 
on the horizon what a model based 
on populism would entail. And this 
is what we see now in the city wi-
th the decline, social imbalances... 
the worst of democracy. This made 
it necessary to promote a candida-
cy from civil society with Barcelona 
DNA to respond to what Barcelona 
is. The party is made up of freelan-
cers and professionals from small 
and medium-sized companies, 
and we are accompanied by people 
from the public sector and retirees 
who, with their experience, give us 
a lot of talent. In addition, we are a 
municipal party, the vote stays at 
home, since we only respond to the 
interests of the people of Barcelo-
na. We do not have and will not ha-
ve a big brother at the regional or 
state level. Our way of organizing 
the party is to do it with temporary 
mandates of 10 years in order to ha-
ve time to explain and develop a 
project.

–what led you to create a party and 
run in the municipal elections that 
will be held this Sunday in the coun-
ty town?
–Everything came when we unders-
tood that politics had failed in the 
city of Barcelona, ideology has de-
voured the city and in the face of 
the failure of the politicians we 
promoted a transversal candidacy 
from civil society; and I say trans-
versal because it comes from the 73 
neighborhoods. The management 
engines must be started and acti-
vism must be stopped.

–You were born as an anti-Colau 
party, but now all the parties ha-
ve joined the bandwagon and are 
against the current municipal go-
vernment...
–I’m not really against anything, 
but what is true is that we are not 
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compatible with any of the policies 
that Ada Colau’s populist manda-
te has deployed. That is why since 
our creation we have been called 
the anti Colau. Now they have all 
jumped on the bandwagon of anti-
Colau, but they have all agreed wi-
th it at one point or another. Junts 
is the party that has done the most, 
Esquerra Republicana de Catalun-
ya (ERC) has approved all four bud-

gets and the Partit Socialista de 
Catalunya(PSC) which has been its 
natural alliance. The two have go-
verned here for eight years and ha-
ve brought Barcelona to the worst 
social records in the history of de-
mocracy with 32% of people on the 
poverty line and there has been no 
opposition. Barcelona has not had 
any political voice against the mu-
nicipal government in eight years.

–Being a party of non-politicians, 
youo bring different things to the ci-
tizens of Barcelona. what is its di-
fferential value as a party?
–Everything is different. This is a 
party based on management and 
disconnected from ideology which 
is what has really hurt the city. Here 
we have people from the right, the 
left, pro-independence and consti-
tutionalists. They have put all the 

ideological issues aside to focus on 
building a new Barcelona based on 
the principles of the self-employed 
and SMEs, which are meritocracy, 
equal opportunities and effort poli-
cies. Here we are only talking about 
management mandates and major 
projects for the city of Barcelona.

–what do you think Barcelona 
needs to change?
–Ada Colau has only ruled for her 
own. All the mayors, better or 
worse, have been consensus ma-
yors who wanted to govern for the 
people of Barcelona, not Ada Colau. 
She has done pure activism and 
created a city to her liking and for 
her own. Barcelona is subject to di-
fferent interests from Barcelona it-
self, which is why it remains at the 
head of the Consistory. She has rea-
lized that with this 20% that she 
has, she rules the city and she does 
it only for her own. It has discon-
nected from 80% of the population, 
the vast majority of Barcelona resi-
dents. And, as the rest of the politi-
cians do nothing for the exchange 
of interests, whether with the Ge-
neralitat de Catalunya, the state, 
the provincial councils or all the ad-
ministrations, the people of Barce-
lona are in continuous defeat. The 
reality of the Colau government is: 
32% of the population at the pover-
ty line, 10,000 homeless, 2,000 of 
these destitute spending the night 
on the streets, we are the mecca of 
squatters, we are also the center of 
crime in the entire state Spanish, 
we are the Spanish city where mo-
re companies have closed, we have 
gone back 20 years in the active po-
pulation, we have an average ren-
tal price of 1,100 euros, she has des-
troyed the field of construction in 
the city of Barcelona by promoting 
the 30% rules new housing inten-
ded for social housing, which has 
caused it not to be built in the ci-
ty. And this caused 133,000 people 
to leave last year, most of them ta-
lented young people who find it im-
possible to live in Barcelona. Ada 
Colau has reached all the negative 
memories, not a single parameter 
works with her. We are also one of 
the cities in southern Europe with 
the most traffic jams. In fact, to sol-
ve this problem, another of our pro-
posals is free public transport, a ser-
vice that is already offered by 55 Eu-
ropean cities.

–what are the city’s problems?
–There are three main problems: 
Housing, which urgently needs to 
be solved; the insecurity that is al-
ready a dramatic issue and the bu-
siness crisis. In the last four years 
more than 5,000 companies have 
left the city of Barcelona. We have 
disconnected from what used to fill 
our fridges and this has meant that 
today the economy of the people of 
Barcelona is on the ground. Barce-
lona City Council has a debt of one 
billion euros, many more compa-
nies are destroyed than remain, 
the vast majority have left for Ma-
drid and yet we keep saying no to 
the Four Seasons, no to the Hermi-
tage, not the expansion of the air-
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port and we are still talking about 
the Mediterranean corridor. The-
re is a great disconnection from the 
productive fabric, and that is why 
we propose to promote a new busi-
ness habitat based on the self-em-
ployed and SMEs that make up 99% 
of Barcelona’s business fabric.

–Security is one of the main con-
cerns of Barcelona residents. From 
Barcelona Ets Tu are betting on 
creating a new police force...
–What we are proposing is the crea-
tion of a new Urban Guard that has 
comprehensive powers from the 
Coast to Montjuïc. The police must 
have power over all criminal activity 
that occurs in Barcelona. We are tal-
king about a new Urban Guard that 
will be called the Metropolitan Poli-
ce and that will have powers throug-
hout the city, with new troops, new 
tools and instruments and new em-
powerment from the point of view 
of authority and the support of its 
leadership which is the Town hall. 
The aim is to return coexistence and 
normalcy to the residents of the ci-
ty of Barcelona. The data is drama-
tic. If we look back, in 2019 there we-
re more than 200,000 criminal acts 
(historic record), in 2022 there we-
re 180,000. It is clear that the city is 
out of control and in the face of this 
forcefulness and zero tolerance is re-
quired and the security tables must 
be reformulated. From the party we 
consider that foreigners who com-
mit crimes must be expelled from 
the country because these are not 
the citizens we want. We will deploy 
the largest police apparatus ever 
seen in a democracy.

–After safety, dirt is also a concern. 
What do you propose to deal with 
this problem? How can civility be 
controlled in public spaces to avoid 
a dirty city?
–The main axis is education. An 
educated society is a clean socie-
ty. And the second point is rigor; 
against people who do not take ca-
re of the public space, we will apply 
punitive measures to prevent them 
from throwing dirt and not taking 
care of everyone’s space. What has 
also prevailed in Barcelona is home-
lessness. There are 10,000 destitu-
te in the county town and, in areas 
such as the Industrial School park 
behind the Sants station, there are 
people who are even camped there 
with tents and who, given their vul-
nerability, are forced to their needs 
on the street. And all this is not be-
ing controlled. It is intolerable that 
this is happening in 21st century 
Barcelona.

–During the campaign you also ta-
lked about tourism phobia, which 
often comes directly from the ins-
titutions. In fact, former counci-
lwoman Gala Pin in 2019 described 
cruise tourism as a ‘plague of lo-
custs’...
–Imagine, they attack what fills our 
fridge. The city’s first economic en-
gine is tourism with the impact it 
has on restaurants, hotels, culture, 
etc. It’s like if the Germans said to 
close the car factories, that would 

uniqueness of Barcelona is that the 
10 districts with 73 neighborhoods 
have continuity and everything is 
uniform, the whole city has a sen-
se of belonging. And now Colau is 
breaking its connectivity. With us, 
the works on Via Laietana go away 
and the cycle paths on Via Augusta 
also go away.

– It is obvious that there is a housing 
problem in Barcelona, just as it 
is happening in the Principality. 
From your candidacy you propo-
se the construction of more social 
housing. How do you plan to do it? 
And also bearing in mind that one 
of the problems is the lack of land...
–We don’t just consider housing 
as a residential problem but also a 
business one. The European Medi-
cines Agency and other organiza-

be crazy. We are a tourist town, but 
we want quality tourism. The 5,000 
companies that have left represent 
100,000 people who have stopped 
coming to our hotels, renting spa-
ces, going to restaurants, taxis... 
From Barcelona Ets Tu we have a 
100% positive approach to tourism, 
but of quality and that is not boat 
tourism as happens in Poblenou or 
the Carmel bunkers. The influx of 
travelers is very necessary for our 
productive fabric and for our eco-
nomy. The economic engines that 
drive the city are tourism, health-
care, culture, construction and te-
chnology.

–Another topic that has caused a lot 
of controversy is the Superilles de 
Colau. Are you for or against?
–The superilla is an instrument to 
normalize spaces. The one in Grà-
cia was agreed upon with the neigh-
bors and does not cause any pro-
blems. But what Colau has done is 
to impose super-blocks against the 
will of the residents, as for exam-
ple in Poblenou or Sant Antoni. In 
fact, a referendum was held in the 
Poblenou neighborhood and 90% 
said they did not want this structu-
re, but they still ended up imposing 
it. That is why I speak of ideological 
imposition. Superilles are spaces 
that generate ghettos. The current 
mayoress is copying the model of 
the city of Paris and she does not hi-
de it, but the capital of France has 
a serious problem of ghettos. The 

tions cannot set up in Barcelona be-
cause its people have nowhere to 
live; Barcelona does not currently 
have 1,000 homes. If, for example, 
the United Nations wanted to come 
to Barcelona, it could not. And I give 
this example because I think its Eu-
ropean headquarters should be he-
re. We must deploy 50,000 homes, 
of which 25,000 must be social. In 
the city, only 4,000 can be made 
a year due to a lack of manpower 
and machinery to make more. In 
10 years we will have 40,000 and 
we will convert the 17,000 empty 
premises in the city and draw up a 
plan of uses for social housing. The-
se constructions would be located 
in the Zona Franca, Sagrera, Poble-
nou and the Coast.ç

–If you get representation in the 
Barcelona City Council, do you plan 
to make an agreement with any po-
litical force?
–With whom we are clear that we 
will not agree is Ada Colau. There is 
no possibility of reaching an agree-
ment with her, besides we have co-
me to expel populism from the city. 
We are a programmatic party, we 
have no ideology and, therefore, we 
can agree with everyone. We will do 
it with whoever else buys us a pro-
gram. Whoever except Colau. Bar-
celona Ets Tu will be the big surpri-
se of the elections, as we represent 
the decisive vote that expels Ada Co-
lau. We want to expel populism and 
reclaim the city. H

«ada colau has only 
ruled for her own. all 
the mayors, better 
or worse, have been 
mayors of consensus, 
not colau»

«the three main 
problems in 
Barcelona are 
housing, insecurity 
and the business 
crisis»
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