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Health investigates why there were people
without masks in Mountain Music

The government plans to lift the covid

certificate in the coming weeks
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The Ministry of He-

alth is investiga-

ting the images of

a crowd of young

people without

masks at the first
concert of the Andorra Mountain
Music electronic music festival that
took place last Saturday at the Mu-
nicipal Stadium of Andorra la Ve-
lla. This was stated by the Minister
of Health, Joan Martinez Benazet:
It is obligatory the use of the mask
in crow events, for this reason we
are going to investigate the image
toseeifthereisresponsibilities and
we will act consequently” he said.
The first performance of the festi-
val, which was given by internati-
onal D] Martin Garrix, brought to-
getherapproximately 4,200 people.
However, the head of Health stated
that «<we are not worried about pos-
sible infections that may arise as a
result of the event, as the omicron
variant has run so much that it has
burned the forest and has little way
to go; butwe want the decreed rules
to berespected. «

With regard to general preventi-
on measures, the Government esti-
mates that the covid certificate will
no longer be mandatory in the co-
ming weeks due to the current situ-
ation of the pandemic in which the
impacton the health system has be-
en greatly reduced. In addition, Be-
nazet clarified that «if the trend re-
mains the same, it is likely that the
use of the mask will begin to be on-
ly optional in many areas.» In this
sense, he explained that the peo-
ple who are admitted to the hospi-
tal are «<unvaccinated patients who
were healthy and therefore need to
continue to be protected.» Finally,
the Minister of Health wanted the
celebration of the carnival «to be
carried outasnormally as possible.»

A “MINOR ILLNESS”/ In relation to he-
alth data, 155 new cases were detec-
ted over the weekend, bringing the
total number of infected to 37,744.
Active cases stand at 667 following
the declining dynamics of infecti-
ons in recent weeks and no new de-
aths were reported, which remain

»» Part of the audience attending the first concert of Andorra Mountain Music.
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JOAN MARTINEZ BENAZET
MINISTER OF HEALTH

«The data indicates that
the omicron variant has
run so much that it has
burned the forest and
has little way to go»

The trend of contagion continues to decline
with 155 new cases over the weekend

at 150.In turn, the head of Health
stated that the omicron variant is
a «<minor illness,» which «does not
concern us» with regard to hospi-
tal pressure. Similarly, authorities
predict that there will be «<betwe-
en 30 and 70 daily infections that
are not relevant and that fall wit-
hin the normal range of pandemic
dynamics.»

It should be noted that the An-
dorran Health Care Service (SAAS)
closed the internal medicine and
palliative care ward due to a coro-
navirus outbreak and moved the th-
reeinfected to the covid area, which
caused a slight rise of the hospitali-
zed. There are a total of 13 patients
in the hospital, eight of whom are
on the floor and the remaining fi-
ve in the ICU with mechanical ven-
tilation. =

COMU D’ANDORRA LA VELLA / TONY LARA

»» The Comprehensive Mental
Health Plan (Pisma) is ratified to-
day by the Executive in order to
implement it as quickly as possi-
ble. In fact, the Minister of Health,
Joan Martinez Benazet, stated
that «this is a historic milestone
that has been trying to materiali-
ze for decades and will finally see
the light of day». One of the rele-
vant facts of this initiative is the
«transversality» with which it has
been carried out, taking into ac-
count the vision of the associa-
tions and the representatives of
the affected groups. «The planad-
dresses issues related to the so-
cial and family environment of pe-

ople who have functional diver-
sity or need mental health care,»
said Benazet. The steps to follow
are expected to respond quickly
to the needs of the population du-
ring the first two years, 2022 and
2023. First of all, action will be ta-
ken with the minors of the addic-
tive behavior service, in the Peni-
tentiary Center, with a program of
continuous attention and, also,
the collection of data around the
activity and the waiting time will
be promoted through an observa-
tory. At the same time, it aims to
act in groups at risk of exclusion
and, above all,to encouragerese-
arch on mental health.
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Viaplana plans to make a rail connection
between Andorra and La Seu

The mayor believes that before a possible union from Puigcerda, the current route of the R3 should be improved
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he town council of La Seu

d’Urgell is in favor of bet-

ting on sustainable alter-

natives to the current road
transport. As its mayor, Francesc
Viaplana, told to EL PERIODIC, it
would be appropriate to study the
options around rail transport, and
proposed a union between the ca-
pital of Urgell and the Principality
by train. «I always thought it would
be very interesting and I think it is
entirely feasible to create a railway
system between La Seud’Urgell and
Andorra,» said Viaplana, who stres-
sed that this option «<would help
us a lot to sponge traffic to Andor-
ra, which we all know collapses on
certain holidays and rush hours ”.
These queues, as he pointed out, «of
course, also affect us», due to the
fact that «<when there are delays
going up to Andorra they are also
there to reach our localities».

It should be noted that, accor-
ding to the mayor of La Seu, «the vo-
lume of traffic on this road justifies
a much wider road, going directly
to the motorway». However, he sta-
ted that «<no matter how much we
facilitate and increase the capacity
oftheroad on the Catalanside, ifla-
ter in Andorra there is no willing-
ness to move all this volume of traf-
fic, we will find a bottleneck which
will also generate retentions.

For this reason, Viaplana urged
to take advantage of the opportu-
nity to«study sustainable transport
alternatives», insisting on the possi-
bility of rail. In this way, the mayor
emphasized that «in Alt Urgell we
have space to make a large car park
so that we can leave our cars and
finish going up to Andorra in this
systemv. In any case, Viaplana ack-
nowledged that this possibility is
«a long-term project», although he
emphasized that «it is an interes-
ting initiative».

In the same vein, in relation to
the possible rail link from Puigcer-
da to Andorra and passing through
La Seu d’Urgell, the mayor indica-
ted that this is a «desirable» appro-
ach, althoughitisnotsosimple, be-
causeitisorographically difficult”.
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»» Archive image of the Puigcerda train station.

In addition, Viaplana considered
thatbefore considering thisoption,
«the current line from Puigcerda to
Barcelona-R3-should be improved,
becauseright now it means a three-
hour journey». As the mayor poin-
ted out, «<if we have to be more than
four hours from La Seu or Andor-
ra to get to Barcelona by train, the
truth is that it doesn’t worky.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE AND POCTEFA /
It should be remembered that, du-
ring the official visit to the Princi-
pality of the President of the Gene-
ralitat, Pere Aragones, and during
his meeting with the Head of Go-

The mayor points
out that even if the
road is widened on

the Catalan side, if it

is not possible in the
Principality, the queues
will continue

vernment, Xavier Espot, both pre-
sidents discussed from the issue of
cross-border mobility and possible
solutions to current shortcomings.
Thus, they agreed to define a tech-
nical committee to evaluate the
plans in road and railway matters
by the two administrations, sum-
moning the Minister of Territory
and Housing, Victor Filloy, and the
Vice President and Minister of Di-
gital and Territorial Policies, Jordi
Puigner6 to meet them and to ad-
dress theissue. Espot also highligh-
ted the European funding options
in this area, specifically through
the Poctefa program.

Francesc Viaplana
MAYOR OF URGELL

«In Alt Urgell we have
space to be able

to make alarge car
park to leave the car
and finish going up to
Andorra by train»

«[f we have to be
more than four
hours from La Seu
or Andorrato get to
Barcelona by train, it
doesn’t work»

At the same time, on the propo-
sal promoted by the Ministry of the
Presidency, Economy and Enterpri-
se, which provides for a cable link
between Andorra-La Seu d’Urgell
Airport and Sant Julia de Loria, Vi-
aplana acknowledged thatitwasa
of the issues addressed in the mee-
ting he held last January with the
head of government, but pointed
out that «I believe that there is no
serious study done or the will right
now to carry out this project.» «I thi-
nk there are other transportation
systems that can be done and that
would also be recommended,» said
the mayor.=
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