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PILOT TEST

The infrastructure can generate the electricity
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equivalent to 250 homes need
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orces Electriques d’Andor-
ra (FEDA) solar park in the
Grau Roig area is already a
reality. Yesterday morning,
under heavy rain, the director of
FEDA, Albert Moles; the head of go-
vernment, Xavier Espot; and the Mi-
nister of Environment, Agricultu-
re and Sustainability, Silvia Calvé,
inaugurated the facilities. As Espot
explained, this new infrastructu-
re, which is part of the plan desig-
ned by the Government, must ma-
nage to generate up to 1.3% of the
energy currently consumed in the
country. The head of government
also emphasized that «the energy
sector has shown us that it behaves
much less predictably» and added
that this park «serves a dual purpo-
se, which is to reduce dependence
and consume renewable energy».
For his part, Moles pointed out
that the infrastructure serves «to

The installation
cost 1.2 million euros
and will be
operational this

fall

bring us closer to the goal set by
the Energy Transition and Clima-
te Change Act (Litecc) of reaching
33% of own production in 2030 and
50% in 2050». Currently, the Prin-
cipality produces approximately
between 15 and 20% of the energy
it needs, a milestone that will rise
to 30% when the Pic del Maia wind
farm is put into operation. In this
sense, the director of FEDA highlig-
hted the fact that «there will be ot-
her photovoltaic parks in the futu-
re thatadd to the strategy of diversi-
fication of the origin that we have».
For the time being, it should be no-
ted that what was inaugurated yes-
terday can generate electricity equi-
valent to around 250 homes need.
The new solar park has mo-
re than 2,000 photovoltaic panels
with an innovative technology not
yet used in Andorra, the bifacial.
This allows them to generate elec-

riodic News

FEDA inaugurates the country’s
first photovoltaic park in Grau Roig

The panels use a bifacial technology, which allows
to capture the rays reflected from the floor
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tricity from both the direct rays of
the sun and those reflected on the
ground. This is one of the charac-
teristics that will serve as a pilot
test, especially importantin a high
mountain location like this. Thus,
the director of the electricity com-
pany emphasized that «solar pa-
nels at height generate more per-
formance». This is due, according
to Moles, to the fact that «the reflec-
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»» An archive image of the Grau Roig photovoltaic park.

tion caused by the snow favors the
photovoltaic cell to generate more
energy and the fact thatitis not clo-
setotheseaisalsobeneficial for the
technology».

Otherwise, asked about whet-
her there could be power cuts in
the winter, Moles detailed that «so
far, the response capacity and the
contingency plan have worked»,
and added that «the first step is the
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management that we did now and
then, ifwe see that it is not enough,
wewill try todisconnect demand in
a controlled way, such as snow can-
nons. But we always doitin consen-
sus with the economic sectors. And
atno time we talk about cuts.»

In turn, Calv6 indicated that
«today we are satisfied because we
were able to inaugurate the first
photovoltaic park. This is a clear

XAVIER ESPOT

HEAD OF GOVERNMENT

«[The photovoltaic park]
serves adual purpose,
whichistoreduce
dependence and consume
renewable energy»

SILVIA CALVO

ENVIRONMENT MINISTER

«Before Litecc, energy
production in the country
was not possible for
individuals, and now we have
created a small ecosystem»

ALBERT MOLES

FEDA DIRECTOR

«There will be other
photovoltaic parksin

the future addtothe
diversification strategy we
have»

example of how to increase ener-
gy sovereignty, but we also have
other investments in order to be
able to expand it. All these are part
of a sectoral plan». At the same ti-
me, Calv6 added that «before the Li-
tecc, energy production in the co-
untry was not possible for indivi-
duals, and now we have created a
small ecosystem for it to be genera-
ted. The energy crisis shows us that
we are on the right track.»

It should be remembered that
this infrastructure has cost 1.2 mi-
llion euros and thatin the nextyear
data will be extracted so thatit can
serve as a pilot test for the installa-
tion of new photovoltaicinfrastruc-
tures. All in all, the Grau Roig solar
park will go into operation this au-
tumn, once the usual operational
and safety tests have been comple-
tedinalargeindustrial facility such
as this one, the ANA reported. =
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EDUCATION

The Govemment is raising the price of school
and extra-curmicular ski passes by 15%

The increase means between 3 and 5 euros of the final cost that the user must assume and in many cases it is lower than the CPI
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esterday, the Government

approved the prices of the

daily school ski passes and

the instructor’s hour per
student, an agreement that has be-
en worked out with Ski Andorra
and which «<had to be renewed», ac-
cording to the assessment of the
Minister of Education and Higher
Education, Ester Vilarrubla. Speci-
fically, there has been a 15% incre-
ase in the daily school ski pass and
a 7% increase in instructor hours
compared to last season. Thus, the
prices remain at 9.71 euros for the
daily school pass and 4.59 euros
per hour of tutoring per student.
«We are talking about three to fi-
ve euros more in different cases,
which sometimes does not even
correspond to the CPI», remarked
the head of Education and Higher
Education. At the same time, yes-
terday the green light was also gi-
ven to the subsidy of extra-curricu-
lar, university and companion pas-
ses by the Executive, with the aim
ofreducing the price that users ha-
ve to bear. On the one hand, the ex-
tra-curricular pass will have a fi-
nal cost of 133 euros; the univer-
sity pass will be 203 euros; and the
companion will have different ra-
tes depending on the profile of the
person. The pass for a companion
under the age of 65 will cost 193
euros; the one that goes from 65 to
70 years will have a price of 77 eu-
ros; and the 70 to 74 year old will
be 60 euros.

On the other hand, Education
will start a pilot test during this
2022-2023 school year in a center
of each education system in the
country - Andorran, Spanish and
French -, a test that is also inclu-
ded in the agreement with Ski An-
dorra. Going into detail, first year
students in these centers will rece-
ive one more hour of tutoring per
student to improve their practice.
In this regard, Vilarrubla explai-
ned that «<many companions were
not available every day of the we-
ek to accompany the children on
the slopes, moreover, the person
who can teach skiing best is a pro-
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»» A group of children getting ready to go skiing on the ski slopes.

The ministryis doing
a pilot test with some
primary school students
adding an hour of
tutoring

fessional», he asserted. Additiona-
1ly, the new format plans to inclu-
de a fourth hour dedicated to lear-
ning about nature, the activities
that take place at the resorts and
the operation of the resort, «becau-
se maybe after spending many ye-
ars skiing all this was not known,
and we want to expand it in a di-
dacticwayin each of the ages it be-
longs to», added the minister. The-
refore, if at the end of the year the
evaluation of this test is positive,
the objective of the ministry is to
gradually expand it in different
school years.

SCHOOL BULLYING/ On the other hand,
with the aim of bringing cases of bu-
llying more quickly and offering
moreopportunities tofamilies, Edu-

cation opens a telephone line for di-
rect contact with the ministry’s ins-
pection exclusively dedicated to the
population to thismatter, a tool that
untilnow could already be used, but
which many people did not know.
«In this way, people do not have to
think about which channels they
can use», pointed out the Minister
of Education and Higher Education.
Thus, this service is parallel to that
carried out by the teachers or from
the direction of the schools. Howe-
ver, «if someone believes that they
have notbeen listened to enough by
their interlocutors, they can have
this direct line at their disposaly, Vi-
larrubla said. It should be remembe-
red that the b-resol application is al-
so active for all those people who do
notwant to make a phone call.

Ester Vilarrubla
MIN. OF EDU. AND SUP TEACHING

«Many companions
were not available
every day of the
week to accompany
the children on the
ski slopes»

«[Knowledge of
nature] is to be
expandedina
didactic way in
each of the ages it
belongs to»

TEACHERS/ Otherwise, the head of
Education and Higher Education
announced that the professional ca-
reer of teachers can start to be im-
plemented next year. «It is a tool
that has two purposes, that of mo-
tivating and growing the staff and
that of recognizing, also in terms
of'salary and non-salary incentives,
the excellent work they carry out»
pointed out Vilarrubla. At the mo-
ment, a first proposal has been pre-
pared and is being presented to the
collective, and initially, it should be
completed this October. Along the-
se lines, the process of filling the po-
sitionsofmanagers and heads of stu-
dies will also be resolved, a fact that
will help to create more jobs and,
consequently, will vary the number
of interims, which for some years
now it tries to balance and current-
ly stands at 20%. «Since 2016, we ha-
ve consolidated more than 100 pla-
ces, therefore, there must always be
interims», said the minister, who ad-
ded that «what should not be there
are long-term interims». =
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