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He believes that a global revision of the land law is
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e Association of Andorran
Landowners (APTA) consi-
ders that communal compe-
tences in matters of housing

should be limited to the typology of
buildings.«'m notashamed, it’s true,
I'vechanged mymindregarding com-
munal powers, what’s happening is
that the conditions have changedy,
acknowledgedits president, JosepDu-
r6.«<WhenIwasconsul [ofOrdino], the
population was around 50,000 peo-
ple-herecalled-; thatis tosay, thatthe
municipalities made decisions and
you went down the road calmly and
nothing happened.» Now, «things ha-
ve changed, the citizen is asking for
more, the economy and the financial
situation is different. I am not saying
that they should not have competen-
ces, but only on the typology of buil-
dings», hereiterated.

According to Durd, in Escaldes-En-
gordany «they are now 20 floors buil-
dings, very well, but I find it very dif
ficult for them to do the same in Or-
dino or Canillo, they must preserve
their particularity». But, beyond that,
«policies on population density, in-
frastructure, water or energy must
be assessed in a general way, they are
not communal competences». Since
the Constitution was drawn up, he
added, «the competence concept has
evolved because a lot of time has pas-
sed, with changing social and econo-
mic aspects». Regarding the construc-
tion, <how lucky we were during the
pandemic, because if it had stopped
Andorra would not have been able to
get up from an economic point of vi-
ew. Every time there has been a pro-
blem in France or Spain, Andorra has
always escape from better,» he said.

Onwhetheritisnecessary to chan-
ge the Constitution for municipal
powers, «it is very complicated» to re-
form a Magna Carta. However, «re-
forms can be made that do not requi-
re a constitutional change. There are
certain mechanisms that other coun-
tries have made, and we are no mo-
re stupid than them. We have to look
at what they do next door and think
howwe can apply it here. We have an
identity and specificity, but the expe-
rience ofother countries can help us».

Anotheraspectthattheentityputs

»» | a Querola of Ordino, seen from the village.
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«Policies on population
density, infrastructure,
water or energy must be
assessed in a general

way»

on the table is the modification of the
land law. According to Duré, «it must
be adapted to the particularity of An-
dorraand aglobal review must be car-
ried out. It is not normal for a person
living in Andorra, Andorran or resi-
dent, towanttobuild achaletand not
beableto.Itisnotnormal thatcertain
people in the country who work and
want to build a building for their fa-
milycannotdoso.Theygotothebank
and they don’t give them credit,» he
lamented. On the other hand, «the-
re are people who come from outside
and build a large urbanization with
many houses, the banks open the tap
for them, they will do the construc-
tion, take the money and leave, and
thatis not possible either». For this re-
ason, the APTA suggests two soluti-

ons: controlling the population den-
sity, with the intervention of the Go-
vernment and the municipalities,
«and those who come from outside,
who are welcome, who have duties
to fulfill in the project they want to
do, where itis specified when they do
it and when they leave», since now
«they create residential areas, people
live there, they have paid, they have
left and then the one who had to sol-
ve the problems was the Government
and the municipality ones .And that
cannot be possible, the other coun-
tries have taken measures», he poin-
ted out.

OPPOSITE EFFECT / On the other hand,
the Municipality of Ordino approved
this July a change in the town plan-
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The APTA would limit municipal
competences to the type of building

He warns that the changes to Ordino’s town planning
needed, «adapted to the particularity» of the country || plan have caused «the opposite effect that was sought»

ning plan ofthe parishin just 10 days.
«22 years ago I did the same thing
when I was consul and someone ca-
me in and in a month threw everyt-
hing back,» recalled the president of
theAssociation of Andorran Land Ow-
ners. «Having said that, [ am in favor
of this initiative of the current coun-
cil, but this does not prevent the pro-
jects from being entered and authori-
zed and, moreover, it must be taken
intoaccountthatthemeasure hasnot
achieved the objective, since the pri-
ces. Sometimes political decisions ha-
ve the opposite effect to what the ru-
lers seek. It’s about the country mo-
del and you have to get all the pieces
to make a puzzle. It is not normal for
eachmunicipality tomakeitsown po-
licy», hesaid.=
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Summer bike rental continues an

upward trend

Representatives of the sector indicate that this dynamic is consolidating due to the lack of supplies
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he rental of mountain bi-

kes continues an upward

trend in the tourism sec-

tor given the general situ-
ation of difficulty generated by
the lack of supply from manufac-
turers. This was stated by Pic Ne-
gre’smarketing manager, Alex Go-
dayol, after stating that «this year
itisverydifficult for us to get purc-
hase units from the main brands»
because international inflation
and the increase in the cost of raw
materials formanufacturers torai-
se product prices.

Returning to the line of rent,
the company emphasized that the
descent modality is a consolida-
ted product that means one of the
main reasons for invoicing. In this
sense, Godayol related the success
of this product to «the work done
by companies like Vallnord and its
Bike Park to strengthen an infras-
tructure aimed at attracting the
maximum possible number of vi-
sitors» in La Massana. In addition,
he also emphasized the synergies
created by the existence of moun-
tain guides for those tourists who
want to tour the Principality on
two wheels.

In relation to sales, aside from
thelackofsupplies thatdirectlyaf-
fects the sector, Pic Negre pointed
out that this summer, despite the
uncertainty caused by internatio-
nal economic and humanitarian
conflicts, the company is experi-
encing a period with sales similar
to the figures before the pande-
mic. In this way, Godayol asserted
that «green shoots are seen in con-
sumption and we hope that it will
be a dynamic that will be maintai-
ned and even get better». Going in-
to the details of inflation, the com-
panies in the sector are making
«efforts» to try to pass on the pri-
ce increase to customers as little
as possible, such as «offering dis-
counts ofup to 50% in some cases».

Regarding the type of customer,
Pic Negre states that there are pro-
files of people who are dedicated
exclusively to trekking or moun-

Manufacturers
raise unit prices
due to inflation and
the cost of raw
materials

tain biking, but ultimately «they
all come looking for the moun-
tain». However, the company emp-
hasizes that the majority of the-
se are «mountain tourists» rather
than «sportsmen», which «is part-
ly due to the lack of infrastructure
and country services that facilita-
te the technicalization of this pu-
blic». In turn, Godayol added that
75% of customers are tourists and
the remaining 25% are residents.
Referring to the level of hu-
man resources, in the case of Pic
Negre, the company has not suf-
fered any setbacks when looking
for workers because «of the 26 sto-
reswe have at the slopes in winter,
four remain open, located both

VALLNORD-PAL ARINSAL

in the Vallnord sector (La Massa-
na and Anyés) and in Grandvalira
(Soldeu)», which means that the si-
ze of the workforce needed to co-
ver demand is smaller. However,
the figure most needed in the sum-
mer is that of mechanics. This is
why many companies «carry out
the training of permanent staff in
theseskillsin order to cover the va-
cancies that may arise at the chan-
ge of seasony.

On the other hand, the sector
is optimistic about the prolifera-
tion of activity with electric vehi-
cles.In thissense, Godayol pointed
out that «<we are noticing a slight
increase in interest», which could
become a more widespread con-

Alex Godayol

PIC NEGRE MARKETING MANAGER

«\\e see green shoots
in consumption and
we hope that it will be
adynamic that will be
maintained and even
get better»

«[The lower influx of
athletes]is due tothe

lack ofinfrastructure and
country services that
facilitate the technicalization
ofthe public»

sumption «if we had as a country
and with the help ofthe publicsec-
tor, more infrastructure, routes
and services thatwould guarantee
visitors even more complete expe-
riences». Despite this, he asserted
that, in order to be able to compa-
re Andorra to other areas such as
the Alps «<where it is completely
integrated and has a good path to-
wards the future, it is necessary to
create a transversal product that
attracts both family tourism and
amore technical and professional
profile».

Finally, Pic Negre mentioned
the deseasonalization of the tou-
rism sector, noting that «the ef-
forts of companies creating new
products and agreements with
premium brands attract a public
that previously preferred to go el-
sewhere». However, the summer
season continues to be far from the
visits and turnover of the winter
season in relation to the world of
skiing and activities in the snow.=
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