el Periodic News

DEBATE ON THE POLITICAL ORIENTATION OF THE GOVERNMENT

Refusal of the majority to
create the Transparency Law

The opposition criticizes
Democrats and Espot
intervenes in the chamber
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As part of the third day of the De-
bate on Political Orientation, the
proposed Law promoted by the
Concordia parliamentary group,
which aimed to promote transpa-
rency,accountabilityand theeffec-
tiveness of the Governmentaction.

In this sense, the Law urged the
Government to send to the Gene-
ral Council on a six-monthly basis
a list of the regulations required
by law that have not yet been de-
ployed, as well as to present a list
of the actions carried out in appli-
cation of the resolutions approved
in the previous debate and those
that have not yet been executed.
In order to justify this action, the
presidentofthe Democratic parlia-
mentary group, Jordi Jordana, sta-
ted that «the majority groups thi-
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Jordi Jordana and Maria Martisella in the Political Orientation Debate.

nk that these mechanisms are not
suitableand thereisnoneed toim-
pose these dutiesp.

On the other hand, the pre-
sident of the social democratic
bench, Pere Bard, was in favor of
the proposal and criticized the Go-
vernment, stating that «<we talk a
lot about transparency, but when
the Governmenthas to present the
work done they don’t want to be
accountable to whom they are ac-
countable, also accusing them of

doing «political marketing».

In the same vein, the head of An-
dorra Endavant, Carine Monta-
ner, ‘celebrated’ the proposal ex-
plaining that «everything that is
approved here must be done and
if not the minister must be dismis-
sed». Even so, the politician called
for «political responsibility», sta-
ting that «<we cannot have laws wit-
hout regulations because this cau-
ses legal insecurity».

[t was at this point in the deba-
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«We think that these
mechanisms are not suitable
[..] There isno need to put
these duties»

CARINE MONTANER
ANDORRA ENDAVANT PRESIDENT

«We cannot have laws
without regulations,
because this creates
legal uncertainty»

te when the head of government,
Xavier Espot, intervened to defend
the position of the party he leads.
Espot considered that «<an image
is being conveyed as if the Govern-
ment is imperfect, there has been
talkofbreachofmandateandIcan-
notaccept that». The head of gover-
nment justified the non-compli-
ance with the deadlines due to the
«<workload» and wanted to claim
that «in the vast majority of cases
the established terms are met and
in the best possible wayp.

Finally, the proposal had 12 vo-
tes in favor, 16 against and no abs-
tentions, results that concluded
with the refusal of the General Co-
uncil of the proposal. e

The government will have to study the possibility
of offering a tax exemption to the owners
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The proposal on the possibility
of the Government offering a tax
exemption and a bonus to the
owners of the flats was approved
in the third session of the Deba-
te on the Political Orientation of
the Government. The proposal

presented by the councilor of An-
dorra Endavant, Marcos Monte-
agudo, received the support of
the parliamentary groups, ex-
cept that of the social democra-
tic formation and Concordia. Ju-
dith Casal emphasized that «we
want there to be price regulati-
on, but not a bonus for the ow-
ners». For his part, Cerni Escalé

clarified that from the political
formation they consider a «com-
parative grievance» between the
owners and the families looking
for housing. Finally, the demand
to study the possibility of offe-
ring the owners a tax exemption
orabonusduring the mandatory
three-yearextension oftherental
contracts was approved. @
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The councilors of Andorra Endavant.
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The cannabis industry could
be regulated for therapeutic
and medicinal use
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The regulation of the cannabis
industry in Andorra seems to
be getting closer. And it is that,
as it was approved almost by a
parliamentary majority during
the third day of the Orientati-
on Debate, the Government will
be obliged to regulate the afo-
rementioned after the propo-
sal launched by the president of
Ciutadans Compromesos parli-
amentary group, Carles Naudi,
which specified at the last mo-
ment that its use must be inten-
ded for this purpose and not ot-
hers of a different nature.

A proposal that, of course, had
the support of the entire demo-
craticmajority, butalso of the An-
dorra Endavant and Concordia
benches. «<We see a change in the
will of the majority and we cele-
brateit», detailed the president of
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The president of Ciutadans Compromesos parliamentary group, Carles Naudi.

Andorra Endavant, Carine Mon-
taner, stressing that they will ask
the Minister of Agriculture and
Livestock, Guillem Casal, to start
this law. On the other hand, the
social democratic parliamentary
group preferred to refrain from
this issue, since despite agreeing

with the content, they cannot say
thesamewith the sovereign fund:
«That thelaw entrusts a body that
has not yet been created as the so-
vereign fund is not too stipula-
ted», pointed out the president of
the social democrats, Judith Ca-
sal.e@

New date
for parish

load
studies
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From the Concordia bench,
they were very critical of
the Government due to the
affair of the parish maxi-
mum load capacity studies,
the term of which ended on
September 28th, 2023, but
which is still valid today.
«We entrust the Govern-
ment with the completion
of the parish burden studi-
es before July 31st», poin-
ted out the general coun-
cilor Nuria Segués, while
also indicating the prepa-
ration of a report to collect
the conclusions of the afo-
rementioned studies with
a view to the economic de-
velopment of the paris-
hes The proposed resoluti-
on was finally approved by
all parliamentary groups
in the chamber, including
the parliamentary majo-
rity. @

Bet for the creation of
the Single Tax Agency

The figure of the third
payer is not approved

Eight months for the
Comprehensive Mental Health Plan

The SAAS survey,
overthrown by the majority

General Counsel Berna Coma ini-
tiated a resolution proposal re-
garding the creation of the Sin-
gle Tax Agency.The proposal was
approved by all parliamentary
groups, after urging the Govern-
ment to coordinate its creation
with the aim of making it easier
for citizens and businesses to ap-
ply the tax system by the Admi-
nistrations.

The implementation of the thi-
rd generalized payer for all ci-
tizens requested by Andorra
Endavant was not approved by
the parliamentary majority.
Democratic councilor Manu-
el Linares justified the votes
against the majority by consi-
dering that «<we already have
a social security co-payment
systemy.

The General Counselor of Con-
cordia, Nuria Segués, urged the
Government to implement all
the actions of the Comprehen-
sive Mental Health Plan within
eight months from the appro-
val of the proposal. In addition,
she instructed the Executive to
take immediate measures to at-
tend to all the people who re-
quire it.

With 17 votes againstand 11 in
favor, the proposal to start an
anonymous survey of all SAAS
workers by the Ministry of He-
alth to detect points to impro-
ve in the working environment
within a maximum period of
three monthswasnotapproved
by the parliamentary majority,
as well as by the non-affiliated
councilor, Victor Pintos.



