
el Periòdic News

The text of the Association Agre-
ement is now available in Cata-
lan. After the last few weeks of 
intense work on the translation, 
those interested can consult the 
document in the official langua-
ge of the Principality in the pu-
blications section of the website 
www.andorraue.ad.

This translation process has 
been structured in two phases. 
In this first phase, citizens alre-
ady have access to most of the 
document, including the Fra-
mework Agreement, the gene-
ral protocols, the bilateral pro-
tocol between Andorra and the 
EU, the declarations and An-
nex VIII, which develops the 
regulations on the free move-
ment of people. The second 
phase, currently underway, fo-
cuses on the translation of the 
rest of the annexes, which are 
currently available in English, 
but are expected to be transla-
ted into Catalan in the coming 
weeks.

The translation of the text in-
to Catalan has undergone a ri-
gorous technical and legal revi-
ew by Andorra, with the aim of 
guaranteeing a precise and ade-
quate interpretation. At the sa-
me time, EU member states are 
reviewing the document and 
sending their observations to 
the European Commission in 
order to have a definitive offi-
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Marino. Once this process has 
been completed, and the pro-
posals for improvement have 
been incorporated into the Ca-
talan version, this will also be 
considered an authentic versi-
on.

It should be remembered 
that last April the 14 docu-
ments that make up the offici-
al text of the Association Agre-
ement, in English, were made 
public. The European Com-
mission approved the text af-
ter the technical and legal revi-
ew by Andorra and San Marino, 
thus allowing the 27 EU mem-
ber states to count on the full 
publication of the document. 
Translations into the official 
languages of the EU and into 
Catalan have already begun, 
with the expectation of being 
completed in the summer.

The various studies of the 
impact of the negotiation / 
Last March, the parliamentary 
group Andorra Endavant (AE) 
commissioned an impact study 
on the Association Agreement 
with the European Union to 
the Gide firm. This report was 
presented in an event at the 
Andorra la Vella Congress Cen-
ter, which gathered nearly 400 
people. The presentation was 
led by the president of the trai-
ning, Carine Montaner, and 
had the outstanding participa-
tion of Benoit Le Bret, an expert 
in European law with a long ca-
reer at the European Commis-
sion and currently a resident 
associate in the Gide office of 
Brussels.

Le Bret explained that, from 
a legal point of view, the Agre-
ement would introduce seve-
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cial text. These modifications, 
which seek to improve and cla-
rify the text, do not alter the es-
sence of the Agreement nego-
tiated between the European 
Commission, Andorra and San 
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als the adjusted results of pu-
blic opinion on the Associati-
on Agreement. According to 
recent data provided, almost 
the same percentage of An-
dorrans are in favor (41%) as 
against (39%) of the agreement. 
The survey also highlights that 
90% of Andorrans are aware of 
the Agreement, a figure that 
has grown significantly com-
pared to six years ago, when on-
ly 60% were aware of it. In the 
case of foreign residents, 80% 
have heard of the negotiation, 
although 22% are still unawa-
re of it.

The main advantage perce-
ived by the Andorran popula-
tion is the free movement of 
people and labor mobility, fo-
llowed by economic openness 
and foreign investment. Howe-
ver, this same free movement is 
also seen as the main drawback, 
with concerns about migration 
policy and the country’s sove-
reignty.

In addition, both Andorrans 
and non-Andorrans believe 
that the agreement will have a 
«very large or fairly large» im-
pact on the lives of the popula-
tion. Despite this, a significant 
part of the respondents consi-
der that the Government has 
communicated the aspects of 
the agreement in a «regular» 
manner, highlighting the ne-
ed for more information and 
public debate. .

ral changes with respect to the 
current situation in Andorra. 
Although Andorra already has 
important agreements with 
the EU and uses the euro as its 
official currency, the Agree-
ment would imply, for exam-
ple, the acceptance of the pre-
valence of the European Court 
over Andorran law. This would 
mean that if an Andorran ru-
le were considered contrary to 
European regulations, Andor-
ra could be forced to modify its 
Constitution, a fact that Le Bret 
described as a «small risk but 
with great consequences».

In relation to the free mo-
vement of people, Gide’s re-
port highlighted that, with the 
Agreement, Andorra would lo-
se the ability to deny residen-
ces based on applicants’ crimi-
nal records, a practice that is 
currently possible. According 
to Le Bret, this change is one of 
the most significant and could 
have a major impact on the co-
untry’s migration policy.

Regarding taxation, a topic 
that generated a lot of interest 
among attendees, Le Bret clari-
fied that, although the Agree-
ment would not involve direct 
changes in income tax (which 
would remain at 4.5%) nor in 
indirect taxation, there are so-
me aspects that could generate 
doubts. In particular, he men-
tioned that EU member states 
could apply their VAT to An-
dorran products, which could 
indirectly affect the country’s 
economy.

On the other hand, another 
study was presented last July 
16th, presented by the AR+I, 
which analyzes the potential 
impact of the Association Agre-
ement on the country’s eco-
nomy. The study, which used 
28 variables based on data from 
the Andorran Government and 
OECD projections, allowed for 
a detailed analysis of the secto-
ral effects five, 10 and 25 years 
from now.

According to the results, the 
economic sectors could be di-
vided into three groups: tho-
se that would experience both 
short - term and long-term 
gains, those with initial losses 
but with an eventual recovery, 
and finally, sectors that could 
suffer long-term losses. Despi-
te general optimism about the 
country’s economic future, the 
report also notes that the pu-
blic accounts could deteriorate 

in the short term, before seeing 
a recovery thanks to increased 
wages and employment.

To carry out the analysis, the 
Applied General Equilibrium 
Model (MEGA) was used, a met-
hodology widely used by large 
financial institutions. This mo-
del has made it possible to re-
plicate the Andorran economy 
and its relations with the EU, 
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providing a detailed view of 
the economic consequences 
that the Agreement could ha-
ve. However, the study recog-
nizes the limitations of the 
model, as it cannot quantify 
aspects that are difficult to me-
asure.

Also, at the beginning of this 
month the same entity also 
presented a new study by its di-
rector, Joan Micó, which reve-


