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Actions on urban planning, mobility and rent » Unequal balance between parliamentary grot

The Govermment will grant building
licenses In the country for one year

The Executive wants to implement a moratorium
on new authorizations for tourist use homes
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e Government wants to
bombshell to the problem of
access to housing. Once the
way of freezing rental con-

tracts was exhausted, and having
verified that the scarce new supply
«is usually at prices that are far from
what a working family can pay», the
Government entered yesterday af-
ternoon to parliamentary procedu-
re by way of extreme urgency two le-
gislative proposals that fully affect
the market: the control in the gran-
ting of building licenses and a mora-
torium on the new authorizations of
homes for tourist use. This was sha-
red by the Head of Government, Xa-
vier Espot, during hisintervention in
the Political Orientation Debate held
yesterday, where he pointed out that
«Andorra arrived a little later in this
situation, which many other coun-
tries have already gone through be-
foreus.

First of all, the Executive aims to
approve some «ordering guidelines»,
giving the municipalities a year to

Accordingtothe
urban land consolidated
under the parish plans,
Andorra could touch
950,000 inhabitants

prepare «maximum capacity studies
foreach parish»,adapting the conclu-
sions to existing and planned resour-
ces and infrastructure. In this sense,
while the corporations make this or-
der a reality, the building licenses
«will be conditional on obtaining a
favorable report from the competent
ministries in Urban Planning and En-
vironment». In other words, it will be
the Government’s responsibility to
authorize them or not, single-family
homes and buildings for rental pro-
perties being excluded from these re-
quirements. And it is that, from the
Executive, they want to develop a re-
asonable growth that can be covered,
since if you take into account all the
urban land consolidated under the
parish urban planning plans, Andor-
ra could touch the 950,000 inhabi-
tants, which only 10% to 20% of their
basic needs could be covered, taking
into account aspects such as hospi-
tal capacity, electricity or theroad ne-
twork.

At the same time, also in the mat-
ter of housing, the Government
wants to implement a two-year mo-

Xavier Espot
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«[The latest

approved law] has
not prevented this
transfer from rental

flats to tourist flats
from continuing»

»» The Head of Government, Xavier Espot, during his appearance yesterday at the Political Orientation Debate.

ratorium on new authorizations for
housing for tourist use «that do not
meetthecriteriaofsustainabilityand
quality». In this period, according to
Espot, the Government will have to
deploy «a study on the country’s tou-
rism capacity», which «will establish
the new criteria according to which
new tourist flats can be authorized».
Regarding this element, Espot poin-
ted outthatdespite the textapproved
in the last legislature on the quality
of these properties, this text <has not
prevented the continuation of this
transfer from rental flats to tourist
flats», and for this reason ‘must take
astep further.

In terms of mobility, the head of
government referred to the challen-
ges that Andorra has to face preci-
sely because of the increase in the
number of residents and visitors. Re-
garding thisfact,and despiteremem-
bering that the pandemic forced to
«postpone some important works to
decongest the country’s mobility»,
Espot announced that the Executive
has «rethought» the detour from La
Massana, which consider «priority».

Espotis committed to adapting the Principality
to demands on sexual and reproductive rights

»» In the same way that identity is
something dynamic, that evolves,
our institutional architecture al-
so evolves». With these words, the
Head of Government, Xavier Es-
pot, referred yesterday to the Poli-
tical Orientation Debate, to the ne-
ed to adapt the Principality to the
progress required in terms of wo-
men’s sexual and reproductive rig-
hts, that is to say, to reach to de-
criminalize abortion in the country.
Espot bets on continuing to work
«calmly and discreetly» to achieve
this goal, which will have to have
«broad consensus». In this sense,
the head of government linked the
«differentiated identity» of Andor-
ra, which starts precisely from the
fact of having «differentiated insti-
tutions». <Andorra is the daughter
of a certain institutional architec-
ture», he pointed out. However, and

quoting the Austrian writer Stefan
Zweig in passing, Espot warned
of a growing nationalist reaction
around the world since the financi-
al crisis of 2007, based on the pre-
mise that those from home come
first,andits possibleinvasionofthe
Principality. So, he was forceful: «If
anyone thinks that Andorra would
dowellinascenariolike this [that of
the Europe of nation-states], they
are wrong». In fact, the head of go-
vernment pointed out that, turning
its back on Europe and the Euro-
pean Union, «<Andorra lived on the
edge, secluded between moun-
tains and could barely provide for
the subsistence of 5,000 or 6,000
people», stating that the duty, both
of the Executive as of all the gene-
ral councilors is «to govern and thi-
nk about the 80,000 today, not the
5,000 a century ago».

The «rethought» detour from La Massana will
cost around 18 million euros instead of 60
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Thus, although it was initially calcu-
lated that this infrastructure would
cost 60 million euros, a new project
has been made that dispenses with
theSerradel’Honor tunnel, reducing
the investment to just over 18 milli-
on and allowing work to begin this
legislature.

These were the big announce-
ments in a speech where Espot ma-
de an exhibition of the work done in
the last year, highlighting other ele-
ments such as the energy sector, eco-
nomicdiversification, justicereform,
cultural and linguistic policy, invest-
mentsin thesportsector, therelevan-
ce of public health, the promotion of
equality, therestructuring ofthe pen-
sion system, the management of pu-
blic finances, the future tax reform
and the partnership agreement. A se-
ries of areas and actions dealt with
from a «centered, reformist, balan-
ced and prudent positioning», which
according to Espot, make up the DNA
of the democratic and liberal ideas
that have guided his mandate, while
seeking harmony « thatso characteri-
zes the Andorrans».=



The PS charges Espot and
focuses on housing and health

He also ensures that the
minimum wage wil not
reach 60% of the average

H EL PERIODIC
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In the context of the current poli-
tical debate of the General Coun-
cil, the opposition’s response to the
speech of the Head of Government,
Xavier Espot, criticizes the actions
of the Government, particularly af-
fecting housing, health and the la-
bor conditions of the workers. In
this sense, the president of the So-
cial Democratic Party (PS), Pere L6-
pez, assured that «property specu-
lation has overtaken the universal
right to decent and affordable hou-
sing for Andorrans and residents».
As an example, Lopez pointed to
the Borda Nova project as an initia-
tive that «inexplicably has been ex-
panding for three years».
Following the sameline, the pre-
sident of the PS focused a good part
of his response to Espot on the in-
crease in the general precarious-
ness of the country «generated by
the inaction of the Executive; the
cost of living in Andorra keeps ri-
sing and it becomes impossible in
many cases to live here”. In fact, he
added that throughout the legisla-
ture, the Government «does not un-
derstand what is happening; the-
refore, there are no expectations
of improvement in the future after

listening a speech empty of propo-
sals”.

Atthesame time, therepresenta-
tive of the social democratsinfluen-
ced the field of health, placing spe-
cial emphasis on the management
of services focused on the mental
health of the population. In this
way, he emphasized that «the ag-
gravation of these psychological
and mental affects continue to be
ignored and hidden». In addition,
he asserted that the increase in pri-

»» The president of the Social Democratic Party (PS), Pere Lopez.

PS

ces of necessary and scarce resour-
ces such as, for example, social and
health care homes, conly aggravate
the situation of the groups that ne-
ed the most protection».

Referring to the management of
the Health portfolio, Lépez pointed
out that on several occasions, «des-
pite the fact that theysay they want
to put people at the center of atten-
tion», the Executive has carried out
projects «<ignoring the reality of the
population».In this sense, he exem-

PERE LOPEZ

PRESIDENT OF PS

«Real estate
speculation has
overtaken the universal
right to decent and
affordable housing»

«Thereis stil 160 euros
missing [from the minimum
wage] which is very necessary
toreachthe threshold [of the
average wagej»

plified his argument with «the bre-
aches of the promises of the third
party payer of the CASS, the lack of
resources for mental health care or
theincomplete commitmentsinre-
lation to cancer patients.

On the other hand, the PS was
critical of the management of em-
ployment policies stating that the
minimum wage will not reach 60%
of the average wage «as stated in
the European Social Charter, and,
above all, as the majority was com-
mitted during the last electoral
campaign». In fact, Lopez recalled
that the latest official data for the
month of May placed the minimum
wage ataround 53% of the average,
which means that «there is still a
much-needed 160 euros missing to-
day to reach this threshold». Like-
wise, he indicated that low wages,
compared to the cost of living, will
end up becoming a problem, not
only for workers, «but also for the
entire productive fabric and busi-
ness competitiveness». =
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Terceravia,
against the
«abuse» of urgent
procedures

‘ ‘ EL PERIODIC
ANDORRA LA VELLA

The president of Terceravia, Jo-
sep Pintat, tookanotable position
against the «<abuse» of procedures
for the extremely urgent proce-
dure that the Executive has carri-
edoutthroughoutthelegislature.
Firstly, however, he emphasized
that the holding of the political
orientation debate «should have
been carried out in the first mo-
mentsofthebeginning ofthe con-
flictin Ukraine». In the same way,
he pointed directly to the head of
government, Xavier Espot, stating
that«despite the fact that we have
asked foritonrepeated occasions,
information and specific analy-
zes have been hidden from us th-
roughoutthe political course».Re-
garding general budgets, he asser-
ted that «items are moved from
one place toanotherwithoutkno-
wing whyp».

On the other hand, the non-af
filiated councilor, Carine Monta-
ner, asked the Andorran people
tohold areferendum to decide on
thesuitabilityof thereferring doc-
tor system, along with an emer-
gency plan for the health system,
since «two legislatures that I re-
port the discomfort to the SAAS».
Atthesametime,sheasked forthe
figure of the third universal payer
and criticized that Andorra «lost
its neutrality» with its position to-
wards the war in Ukraine. =

Most aim to filter foreign
investment to curb speculation

Costa wants to strengthen the
legal framework of Catalan
language and extend its visibility
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The president of the Democratic Par-
liamentary Group for Andorra, Car-
lesEnsenat, celebrated, togetherwith
the other formations of the parlia-
mentary majority, the performance
of the Executive throughout the cri-
ses of the coronavirus and the subse-
quent inflation caused by the armed
conflictand the global economic con-
text. However, focusing on national
politics, Ensenat announced that De-
mocrats will support new legislative

tools to filter foreign investment to
the detriment of real estate speculati-
on and to favor the promotion ofhou-
sing. In this sense, he celebrated the
decision of the Executive for the deci-
sion to commission a study on the ca-
pacity of touristaccommodation and
the addition of requirements by Ter-
ritory and Environment. Likewise, he
expressed the will to push forward a
proposed resolution for the creation
of natural spaces in the richest areas
ofthe Principality’s biosphere.
Regarding the intervention of the
Independent Parliamentary Group,
its representative, Ferran Costa, con-
gratulated the Government on the
policies carried out up to now. After-
wards, he addressed all the members

of the bench representing the Execu-
tive to promote a proposed resoluti-
on tostrengthen the legal framework
of Catalan and its social use in Andor-
ra. Thus, «<we want to take a step for-
ward and take advantage of the pri-
vileged position we have as the only
country in which Catalan is the offi-
ciallanguage to extend its visibility to
all the international organizations of
which we are».

Finally, the councilor of Commit-
ted Citizens(CC), CarlesNaudi, under-
lined, among others, the mobility ac-
tions promoted by the Government
and congratulated FEDA’s invest-
ments to guarantee the cost of ener-
gy to curb the impact of the price of
light. =

»» The general trustee, Roser Suné, and the general counsel, Carles Ensenat.
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