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Andorra will be able to finance projects
with the European Investment Bank

It is the first country outside the EU economic zone that will choose to receive loans from the program
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he Principality will be able

to receive financing from

the European Investment

Bank (EIB) to be able to ma-
terialize specific projects in the fi-
eld of national investment, such
asinfrastructure.In this sense, the
Secretary of State for International
Financial Affairs, MarcBallesta, de-
clared that «itis an important mi-
lestone for us», and thatitis a pro-
gram that was endorsed by the bo-
ard of governors of the EIB as an
eligible country to receive this fi-
nancing.

In this way, the first contacts
were made at the beginning of the
outbreak of the covid pandemic,
in which the Minister of Finance,
Eric Jover, made a formal request
to the body to validate the suita-
bility of Andorra in a future par-

ticipation of these financial mec-
hanisms. At this point it should be
noted that the Principality is the
first sovereign State that does not
belong to the European Economic
Area or the European Union (EU)
that can access this program.

As for the next steps to comple-
te the joining process, these revol-
ve around the signing of the agre-
ement that will regulate the rela-
tionship between both parties, in
which the Government is putting
all its efforts so that it can become
a reality as soon as possible. «(We
have a draft of the agreement and
we have already set the working
meetings with the representatives
of the BEl in the calendar», Balles-
tapointed out,who added that«we
do not think that the process will
be delayed much beyond the vali-
dation of the text by both sides».

Inrelation to the possibilities of
this new agreement between An-

»» The Secretary of State for International Financial Affairs, Marc Ballesta, in the office of the Ministry of Finance.

The Government
only must sign one
last rubric to be
part of the financing
agreement

dorra and the EU, the Secretary of
State asserted that «a door is ope-
ned for us to request financing for
complex projects», which will be
accompanied by the technical ex-
perience of the BEI to implement
this type of initiative aimed at lar-
ge infrastructures, among others.
Following this line, Ballesta indi-
cated that these programs are in
many cases aimed at improving
the mobility of countries and ena-
bling communication and trans-
port networks, and related to the
energy transition. In addition, he
left the door open to the promoti-
on of the rail connection project
between Andorraand neighboring
countries, aninitiative that has be-
en on the Executive’s table for so-
me time.

Referring to the type of plans
that the Government will be able
to access through the European
funding program, these will de-

Marc Ballesta
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«\We have adraft of the
agreement and we have
already established the
working meetings with
the representatives of
the BEI>.

«Each initiative
will have to be
analyzed in detall
to determine the
percentage of the
loan granted»

pend, in the first instance, on the
type of investment and the result
expected to be obtained by both
parties. In this sense, Ballesta emp-
hasized that «each initiative will
have to be analyzed in detail be-
tween the BEI and our representa-
tives to determine the percentage
oftheloan thatisgranted tous».In
the same way, the countries rece-
iving the financing must comply,
firstofall, that the projects are wit-
hin the scope of action of the EIB
itself after being endorsed by the
specialists of the institution and,
then, ensure that the country of
destination has the capacity to re-
turn the money, a very similar ope-
ration with the Development Bank
of the Council of Europe.

On the other hand, the Secre-
tary of State remarked that the ca-
se of the inclusion of the Princi-
pality in the program has prospe-
red due to several factors. Firstly,
«Andorra received prior approval
from the member states after joi-
ning the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) considering that our le-
gal framework is comparable to
that of the EU». In this sense, it is
alsoapolitical decision thathasbe-
en given with the approval of the
governors of the bank, who are the
finance ministers of the countries
they represent. Finally, he remar-
ked that the conditions are the sa-
me for all territories because «this
is not a private bank that seeks a
profitin lending money». =



el Periodic news

MONDAY, 12 SEPTEMBER 2022

el Periodic News

« ['hisyear wewill organize theradio workshops
for studentstorecord their programs»

JAUME PERARNAU I LLORENS director of the MNACTEC
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The National Museum of Science
and Technology of Catalonia
(MNACTEC) is the result of the rich
heritage of scientific and technical
knowledge andinnovation of Spain,
and its industrial application.

The will to create a museum of
science and technologyin Catalonia
started at the end of the 19th centu-
ry.In 1937, the Generalitat de Cata-
lunya decided to create the muse-
um.
The Civil War and the following
dictatorship of General Franco co-
llapsed the project, which remai-
ned forgotten until the 1970s. At
this time, the Association of Indus-
trial Engineers of Catalonia recove-
red theinitiative to create the muse-
um of science and technology and,
in 1979, they established the Associ-
ation of the Museum of Science and
Technology and of Industrial Arche-
ology of Catalonia with the will to
contribute to the building of the
museum and preserve the assets of
the industrial heritage.

In 1981, the Department of Cul-
ture of the Generalitat de Catalunya
took over the project and in 1983
bought the Aymerich, Amat i Jover
factory, a former woolen textile fac-
tory in Terrassa, to turn it into the
headquarters of the museum. In
1984 the factory was opened to the
public. The Museums Law of Novem-
ber 2, 1990, declared it a National
Museum and declared it as an auto-
nomousentity.In 1996, the first per-
manent exhibition was inaugura-
ted and the restoration work on the
main building was completed.

Jaume Perarnau, director of the
MNACTEG, told us about the history
of the museum, its collection, as
well as new educational programs
planned for this year.

-The museum s in the building of the
Aymerich, AmatiJoverfactory,which
is one of the examples of modernist
industrial architecture in Catalonia.
Could you tell us the history of this
place and this building?

—-The MNACTECbuilding, the Vapor
Aymerich, AmatiJover, is one of the
best industrial architectural works
of Catalan modernism. After the
architect Lluis Muncunill finished

thedesigns for the factory, construc-
tion began on the Rambla d’Egara
in 1907 and the factory was inaugu-
rated a year or so later. The Govern-
mentof Spain declared the building
asaCultural Property of National In-
terest (BCIN)in 2019.

The name El Vapor (The Steam)
comes from the use of the steam en-
gineasadriving force, which accom-
modated the entire industrial pro-
cess of wool transformation from
the flakes to the finished fabrics.

The old production building of
thefactoryiswhere the main exhibi-
tions of the museum are today.

-Why is the National Museum
of Science and Technology of
Catalonia considered a «key point»
inthe itinerary of European industrial
heritage?

-Indeed, the MNACTEC is an
outstandinganchorpointorenclave
of the European industrial heritage
route.Arecognition of the historical
importance and cultural attraction
of the museum it places one of the
most important tourist sites in the
industrial history of Europe.

—-Please tell us about the museum’s
collections. What are the most
interesting specimens that are
presented in the museum? How old
are the oldest specimens?

-The MNACTEC collections
bring together more than 20,000
scientific, technical and industrial
objects. The Museum is primarily
interested in objects designed or
manufacturedin Catalonia, butalso
in those that have had an impact on
Catalan society or those that have
represented an advance in a certain
technology or family of devices,
both in Catalonia and in the rest of
the world.

Due to space issues, the Muse-
um’s exhibitions can only show
around 10% of the objects in the co-
llections. The rest of the pieces are
keptin the reserved rooms.

-Tickets to the museum are quite
inexpensive (about 6 euros) when
compared, forexample, to museums
in neighboring France. For example,
in July and August, the entrance
was free due to the lack of climatic
comfort inside the museum. What is
the basis of your pricing policy? How

is the museum financed?
-The MNACTEC is a nationally
owned museum dependent on
the Department of Culture of
the Generalitat de Catalunya,
specifically the Catalan Agency for
Cultural Heritage. The museum is
financed through the budget that
the agency allocated, as well as
the income it generates from the
sale of tickets and other services it
offers (space rental, store sales, etc.).
The Catalan Agency for Cultural
Heritage regulates ticket prices.
There are also several open days
throughouttheyearandafreeentry
on the first Sunday of each month.

—Are you planning new exhibitions?
Do you have examples that you pay
attention to when developing new
museum exhibition concepts?
-The MNACTEC is always in
constant evolution. There is a great
rotation of temporary exhibitions,
whether of own production or third
parties, to offervisitorsadiverseand
interesting experience.

We have recently opened two
long-term exhibitions. On the one
hand, the exhibition “Tresors MN-
ACTEC: Cafes, cafeters i cafeteres”
(«Treasures of MNACTEC: Coffee
and coffee makers»), is an exhibiti-
on on the technical and social evo-
lution of coffee production and con-
sumption. On the other hand, “Els

medicaments a Catalunya. Empre-
sa, cienciaiinnovacio per ala salut”
(«Medicines in Catalonia. Business,
science and innovation for healthy»),
is an exhibition about the scienti-
ficand technological evolution that
themanufacture of medicinesin Ca-
talonia has experienced.

-How do you plan to develop the
museum? Do you collaborate with
other museums in Spain or other
countries?

-The MNACTEC participates in
various networks and institutions
related to scientific and technical
industrial heritage, both in the
Catalan, national and European
spheres. At the national level, it
should be noted that the MNACTEC
heads the Territorial System of the
MNACTEC, which is a network of
27 museum and heritage centers
that explain industrialization in
Catalonia through their collections,
their exhibitions and the on-site
museumization of the different
productive activities that have
existed.

-The MNACTEC Planetarium was
open to the public until September
4,2022. Is it scheduled to reopen in
the new school year? Will there be
new audiovisuals?

-We offered this activity last winter
andwehaverepeateditthissummer

aswellwith alarge influx of visitors.
We have yet to assess whether we
will offer the Planetarium again in
the future.

-The MNACTEC offers companies,
entities and institutions the
possibility of renting spaces for
the celebration of events, business
meetings, gatherings or activities for
groups, as well as for the shooting
of advertisements or films. Is this
service popular? Do you often have
shoots?

-Renting spaces is another way
of financing the museum and it
works well for us. We only accept
acts that meet certain conditions
and characteristics, to respect the
essence of ourinstitution. Likewise,
sometimes we give the spaces free
of charge to certain social entities
or institutions with which we
collaborate.

-Do you collaborate with schools
and universities in Spain? What
activities are planned for the new
school year?

-The MNACTEC works in close
collaboration with various
institutions related to the world of
education, such as the Department
of Education of the Generalitat de
Catalunya and different Catalan
universities.

Likewise, we develop speci-
fic educational innovation pro-
jects with various Catalan schools.
Among the new educational offe-
rings thisyear, we can highlight the
radio workshops held in the Radio
MNACTEC space for primary, secon-
dary and high school students. It is
a functional radio space where stu-
dents can record their programs.

-Do students from Andorra or
France visit your museum? Do
you plan to develop cooperation
with educational institutions in
neighboring countries?

-Most of our school visitors come
from educational centers in
Catalonia, but from time to time
educational centers in France
and Andorra visit us. We have
collaborated, for years, on la Ruta
delFerrodels Pirineus (the Pyrenees
IronRoute),aninternational project
promoted by our museum and the
Ministry of Culture of Andorra. =
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