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TRADE UNION OF ANDORRA

The security branch of the USdA will
seek to adjust the salaries of the sector

Ubach emphasizes that the new department will not be the only initiative that will be activated after the summer

_
PENSIONS DE
IUBILACIC:
\CIO DIGNES
LS AVO§
S

EL PERIODIC

=)

DRET PREUS DELS LLEIS
ol LLOGUERS LABORALS
SUMIBLES IUSTES

-._5,,_

File photo of the Secretary General of the USdA, Gabriel Ubach, during a meeting.
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Gabriel Garcia will be one of the
members of the new security spe-
cialty of the Union of Andorra, to-
gether with Anna Domenech, Al-
bert Talabera, Miquel Ramirez
and Cinda Oliveira, with an equi-
table function for all of them. The
objective of the initiative is pro-
moted, as Garcia himself assured
through this medium, according
to an «<unworthy» situation that is
being experienced in the survei-
llance sector. «<With the watch-

man’s hour being paid at 8.67 eu-
ros, and you’re taking someone
else over», points out the coordina-
tor for «<not very normal» reasons.
In thissense, Garcia maintained
thatwhatisintended with the cre-
ation of this new union is to «ad-
just wages so that they become a
little more dignified» compared,
forexample, to neighboring coun-
tries; where in the case of Spain,
thejobofthewatchmanis paid be-
tween 1,600 and 1,700 euros, whi-
le in the Principality it is around
1,370 euros, and with a delimitati-
on ofaround 45 or 50 euros for the
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«After the summer, we will
continue to expand the
union by adding one for
health transport, another
for commerce and one for
hospitality»

company’sdeficit. Apartfrom this,
Garciaremarked, withoutlooking
for misinterpretations, that the
image of the watchman «has be-
en devalued» considering that the
figure of an assistant watchman
hasbeenintroduced.The problem
thathasarisen, explained the new
manager, is that this assistant «is
starting to receive the same salary
as a security guard with five or six
years of experience», withoutattri-
buting any merit to the years wor-
ked or the seniority of these profes-
sionals, only performing «hours
and hours» non-stop and without
any incentive.

On the other hand, Garcia also
recalled that the usual break be-
tween services must be 12 hours,
and that the company can request
less if it requires the operative,
but «not to become a custom, sin-
ce overtime is not carried out», he
commented. For this reason, this
«lack of logic and understanding»
isdemanded from the department
and efforts will be made to make
people more aware and up to da-
te by providing better training to
security agents, who will not all
be able to wield a weapon «if they
don’t have the necessary discipli-
ne.»

UBACH EMPHASIZES THAT THE UNION WILL
CONTINUE TO EXPAND/ The general se-
cretary of the organization, Ga-
briel Ubach, emphasized that af-
ter the summer, «four new unions
will open; one for health trans-
port, another for healthcare, one
fortradeand one forhospitality».e
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Agreement for the National Stadium

FC Andorra will remain there during the coming year, although the FAF and the FAR will have priority for the selections
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The Council of Ministers yester-
day gave the green light to the sig-
ning of the agreement between
the Government and FC Andorra
and to the addendum to the agre-
ement with the Andorran Foot-
ball Federation (FAF) and the An-
dorran Rugby Federation (FAR)
to cede during the next season,
2024-25, the use of the National
Stadium to the football club. The
agreement states that the FCA
will have the main use of the fa-
cility for the matches of the sea-
son, but that the FAR and the FAF
will be able to use it for the com-
petitions of the respective absolu-
te national teams and, in the case
of the FAF, also for the under-21
selection, for the final of the Cons-
titution Cup, the Super Cup and
thematchesofthe European com-
petitions inwhich their clubs par-
ticipate.

In other words, the rugby and
football federations will have pri-
ority over FC Andorra when the
matches of the official competi-
tions of the absolute (men’s and
women’s) and under-21 football

@FCANDORRA

Aerial view of the National Stadium.

teams coincide in the sports ca-
lendar. Likewise, in the event that
duelsofthe absolute selections co-
incide, the football ones will have
priority, in the use of the stadium.
And, in the event that the Europe-
an competitions of the FAF clubs
coincide with official matches of

the FAR selections, the latter will
have priority in the use of the pu-
blic facility.

At this point, the Minister of
Culture, Youth and Sports, Mo-
nica Bonell, explained that, from
the State Secretariat for Youth
and Sports, «itisalready coordina-

tingwith all the entities involved,
in terms of calendars, in order to
anticipate us and thus avoid that
competitions coincide and, in the
event that they coincide, that FC
Andorra can request in advance
toLa Liga to change the day of the
matchy.

On the other hand, the execu-
tive intends to cede the use of the
National Stadium for next year’s
Andorra Small States Games ce-
remonies, which will take place
from May 26th toJune 1st. For this
reason, all entities that use the fa-
cility will have to find an alterna-
tive field to play the matches that
are affected by these events.

Theagreementswillbevalidun-
til theend of the 2024-25 sports se-
ason, and from July 1st, 2025 the
playing field will have tobe free so
that the Secretary of State for Yo-
uthand Sports canstartchanging
thegrasstoanewartificial system
that will have FIFA Quality PRO
and World Rugby approvals.Inre-
lation to this, this change of lawn
has already been awarded to the
only company that has submit-
ted, and will be published in the
BOPA nextweek for an amount of
356,911.27 euros. @
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BALANCE OF SUMMER

The hotel

occupation leaves
a certain contrast:
«good receptiony
and «delicate
moments»

Three accommodations in the country
present their balance sheets so far this summer
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This year’s summer is neither
too busy, nor too stagnant, nor
excessively powerful for the
various accommodation pla-
ces in the Principality. This is
the general trend that fluctu-
ates at the moment in a large
part of hotels in these holiday
months of 2024. Three hotels
in different locations; the Cen-
tric hotel (AndorralaVella), the
Bringué hotel (Ordino) and the
Terranova hotel (Pas de la Ca-
sa) have by this means taken
stock of how their summer se-
ason is going with the count of
the months of June and July, as
well as the forecast they have
for this month of August.
Miguel Angel Garcia, director
of the first of them, located in
the capital, the Centric Hotel,
tells us that last year they had
to «halve» the capacity of the-
ir establishment; that is to say,
of the 155 rooms it has, due to
renovations that have allowed
the hotel to enjoy a complete
renovation of its building. For
this reason, Garcia clarifies

that he cannot compare this ye-
ar’s figures with those of 2023,
butwith those of two years ago,
stressing that «these are being
worse than those of 2022, not
much more; butabout 8% less»,
he says.

At the same time, the mana-
ger of the establishment points
out that without knowing the
reason, in the first days of last
July «everything was concen-
trated in a very loose week»,
Garcia points out, despite spe-
cifying that from the second
week, the situation was norma-
lized as thatwhich marks anor-
mal July, with «certainly ade-
quate» employment. Looking
ahead to August, the director
of the Centric hotel confirms
that, calculating the budgets,
a good month is envisaged, «as
much as last year or certainly
better» according to the reports
received.

The next accommodation is
located in the parish of Ordi-
no, specifically in Serrat, the
Bringué hotel, with the direc-
tor Josep Maria Bringué, who
specifies that this year’s expec-
tations «are not very hopeful»
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[In the center] A group of people walking along Carlemany avenue. [Above] The facade of an accomr

The reform last year of the
Hotel Centric has allowed
the establishment to
renovate its property and
improve its appearance

The Terranova hotel
specifies that the
weather may have
influenced the difference
between June and July
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given that no figures are expec-
ted better than those obtained
last year. «The month of July
was very fair, and this August
thebookings are comingin, but
very little by little», says Brin-
gué. The main reason that the
director considers for the drop
in tickets has to do with the «at-
trition» caused by the Cirque
du Soleil in the influx of public
gathered mostly in the center
and «not presenting other ini-
tiatives» that encourage the at-
traction of the parish.
Continuing in the same vein,
Bringué declares that «the situ-
ation is loose» due to this lack
of attractions that Ordino lacks
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nodation. [Bottom] Two buildings in the capital.

for the summer, since other-
wise «the atmosphere remains
a little sad», he points out. Re-
garding whether the period of
the Major Festivals of La Massa-
na and Ordino has been able to
help increase the occupancy of
the hotel, Bringué declares that
this «<has favored the center of
the town, but not in the pla-
ces that are located at a certain
height”, not having, therefore,
any kind of impact on them. In
addition, apart from trekking,
Bringué maintains that there
are not many other activities
that can be carried out in the
territory and that«ifthe situati-
on at the hotel does not change
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«This year’s forecasts
are not very promising,
reservations are
coming in but very
slowly»

«We have a complicated
situation, among other
reasons, due to the lack
of attractions in the
parish»

JOSEP MARIA BRINGUE
HOTEL MANAGER BRINGUE
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in the coming days, people will
start to suffer», he reveals.
Finally, a third establish-
ment, the Terranova Hotel, lo-
catedin Pasdela Casa, opensits
doors for us to explain, in the
hands of the manager, Araceli,
what time is passing through
the place, such as the current
forecasts. «July was a little bet-
ter than June, with the previ-
ous month reaching 80 or 90%
occupancy, whileJune was only
50%,» she comments. On the ot-
her hand, Araceli believes that
the weather could influence
the number of visitors conside-
ring that in June, «the weather
was not as good as in July», she

points out.

As for the nationalities of the
tourists, the manager empha-
sizes that from July, «the diffe-
rence in origins began to be no-
ticed more; with people from
the Netherlands, Belgium or
Germany» and in June, on the
other hand, most of them are
French. «There are some days
when we even reach 100% oc-
cupancy, especially during
the weekend,» says the mana-
ger. Araceli also clarifies that
recently the occupants come
more for outdoor and summer
activities, and not so much for
shopping, which were the pro-
tagonistsin June.®



