
el Periòdic News

A few days before September 
8th, Meritxell’s Day and when 
it will also be 50 years since the 
foundation stone of the new 
Sanctuary was laid, on Thurs-
day the new audiovisual was pre-
sented in the old Sanctuary that 
commemorated through archi-
ve images the entire evolution 
of one of the Principality’s most 
emblematic places. It is a chro-
nological journey starting with 
the construction of the old Sanc-
tuary and how this was the point 
of union, firstly for the parish of 
Canillo and, with the passage of 
time, for all Andorrans. The vi-
deo also recalls the tragic fire 
that happened in 1972 with ima-
ges from that day and the sub-
sequent remodeling until reac-
hing the current Sanctuary. Sin-
ce last Thursday, all visitors who 
come can already press the but-
ton and play it.

The Minister of Culture, Youth 
and Sports, Mònica Bonell, was 
present at the event and com-
mented that the audiovisual 
update has coincided with this 
50th anniversary, but that it is 
work that has already begun last 
year, when the ministry’s Muse-
ums and Monuments area reno-
vated the memory space with 
the panels and lighting, looking 
for sustainability, and also with 
guides in different languages so 
that all the people who come to 
visit this space «can understand 
what we are explaining with 
this space», she detailed.

Regarding the audiovisual up-
date, Bonell said that «we tried 

This is a video that recalls the evolution of the space in its 50-year history
govern d’andorra

The consul of Canillo, Jordi Alcobé; the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports, Mònica Bonell; and Monsignor Ramon de Canillo in the presentation.
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to keep images from the old pro-
jection to give it a more emotio-
nal tone and remember how the 
Meritxell Day party was celebra-
ted before». In addition, she cla-
rified that it is not a fixed video, 
but that «you can keep changing 
and incorporating new photo-
graphs. This is what we will do 
from now on, if we see images 
that can be added we will do so», 
she said. In fact, after the scre-
ening, the Consul Major of Ca-
nillo, Jordi Alcobé, told the mi-
nister that more images could 

be added about the constructi-
on of the new Sanctuary, speci-
fically of how the bell tower was 
before, which was made of gol-
den copper and that over time 
it has become darker. A propo-
sal that Bonell listened to, un-
derlining that «all these contri-
butions and those coming from 
the visitors are good». On the ot-
her hand, priest Ramon de Cani-
llo assessed the update very po-
sitively: «This audiovisual helps 
to make history better known», 
he pointed out. .

Improvements in Meritxell

The old Sanctuary updates the audiovisual

mònica bonell

«We tried to keep images 
from the old projection to 
give it a more emotional 
tone»

Minister of culture
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Last Thursday, the Hotel Union is-
sued a statement positively eva-
luating hotel occupancy in the 
month of August, noting that this 
year the month had «practically 
full five weeks», a fact, they emp-
hasize, that is unusual in other ye-
ars. Thus, according to the data 
presented, the average occupati-
on reached 86.22%, thus surpas-
sing last year’s figure, which was 
80.70%.

It is worth saying that one of the 
factors highlighted by the Hotel 
Union has been the «last minute» 
effect, which has remained after 
the pandemic and which seems 
to have consolidated as a trend 
among visitors who book at the 
last minute moment «This effect 
is here to stay», describes the state-
ment, indicating that the behavi-
or of reserves has continued to be 
unpredictable, but with satisfac-
tory results.

In addition, the Hotel Union 
underlines the delay in the arri-

Events such as the MTB World Cup or the JJ.OO. have encouraged the increase in visitors
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The employment figure in August last year was 80.70%.
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val of tourists in the country du-
ring the month of July, which it 
has attributed to the celebration 
of large-scale sporting events on a 
European scale, such as the Euro-
pean Football Cup and the Games 
Olympic In this way, and despite 
this initial decline, the month of 
July ended up gradually recove-
ring. On the contrary, the month 

ase the flow of visitors during the 
last week of August. In relation 
to this reason, the Hotel Union 
emphasizes that «any event that 
brings tourists to the country is to 
be appreciated», adding that the-
se types of events are a clear exam-
ple of the positive impact they can 
have on the tourism sector. In this 
sense, the organization congratu-
lates and celebrates the events or-
ganized by the Principality, such 
as the UCI MTB world champions-
hips in Pal Arinsal. .

The «last minute» effect consolidates 
an August with 86% occupancy

Hotel and tourism

The numbers show it 

A 6%

Almost 90%

It is the number that has increased 
the number of tickets to hotels in the 
country compared to last year.

This month of August leaves us with 
employment, with a clear increase in 
customers who have come at the last 
minute.

of August recorded an increase in 
arrivals, especially concentrated 
during the «central fortnight», 
where the occupancy was «close 
to 90%».

Another event that has contri-
buted to increasing employment 
during this month has been the 
famous MTB World Cup, which 
has helped to significantly incre-
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