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Was a person

ahead of his

time»

EL PERIODIC
FIGUERES

The Gala-Salvador Dali Founda-
tion and Bito Produccions have
presented a performing arts pro-
gram to celebrate the 50 years of
the museum in Figueres. From
August 5th, at the Theatre-Mu-
seum, every week there will be
new and puzzling things, becau-
se Salvador Dali referred to his
museum as a work in constant
boiling. For him, the surprise
factor and chance are unpredic-
table elements that take an ac-
tive role in the creative process.
We talk to the general director
of the Dali Foundation, Felix Ro-
ca,about these events and the ro-
leof Salvador Daliin modern art.

—Please explain the program for
August. How do you plan to sur-
prise your visitors?

—Three anniversaries coincide
this year: the 120th anniversary
ofDali’sbirth, the 130th anniver-
sary of Gala’s birth and the 50th
anniversary of the Dali Museum
theater on September 28th. My

team and [ took on the challen-
ge of doing night activities to re-
launch thenightoffer.The night
theater is Dali’s idea. He himself
thought of a special opening in
which the night, the music, the
lighting would add mystery to
his culminating work.

TheTheater-Museumisthepla-
ce where Dali held his first exhi-
bition, the old municipal theater
on the ruins of which the artist
built his museum. To revitalize
the night opening, we conside-
red introducing the performing
arts to the museum, specifically
three disciplines such as the the-
atrical text, music and dance. It
isavery ambitious program that
aims to surprise the visitor.

12 artists participate in three
blocks: on the 5th., 6th and 7th
of August, the musical perfor-
mance of the Lux Quartet takes
place, performing pieces by J.S.
Bach.Onthe12th, 13thand 14th
of August, actresses and actors
Merce Pons, Santi Ricart, Albert
Prat and Daniela Brown will re-
cite texts by F. Garcia Lorca and
Josep Pla about Salvador Dali
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and his museum. Finally, on the
19th, 20th. and 21st of August,
the members of Hotel Collectiu
Escenic, directed by Lorena No-
gal, will present a contemporary
dance proposal. The performan-
ces take place between 10 and 12
atnightindifferentspacesofthe
Dali Theatre-Museum. On the ot-
her hand, this is the third sum-
mer in a row that we have orga-
nized outdoor cinema sessions.
We screen films related to Dali
and Surrealism contextualized
by specialists in the field. Itis a
free activity thatrecoversanidea
that at the end of the seventies
Dali’s friends had set in motion.

FUNDACIO DALI

During the year 2019, before
the pandemic, the nights of the
Museum worked very well. One
of the most notable groups of
visitors were the Russians. The
Russian public is a demanding
and cultured public, which con-
nects with Gala because of its
origin.

In 2019, the Dalinia Triangle
exceeded one million visitors.
In 2023, 952,000 were received.
Nowwe are trying to get closer to
the numbers of 2019, having de-
creased, however, the capacities.
And we try to provide new con-
tent that arouses the interest of
very diverse audiences.
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—What place, in your opinion, do-
es the figure of Salvador Dali oc-
cupy in modern art?

—Salvador Dali considers that
painting is only a tiny part of his
facetasan artist. Personally, I see
him as an humanist, a person
who expressed himself through
such diverse languages as pain-
ting, sculpture, «performance»,
writing, jewelry design, etc.

I could not place him in the
ranking of artists of the 20th cen-
tury, butlcan affirm that he was
a person ahead of his time. Even
in the type ofrelationship he had
with Gala, based on respect and
freedom.

—You have been the general di-
rector of the Dali Foundation sin-
ce 2020. How has the Foundation
changed during this time?

—I arrived in the middle of 2020
in the midst of a pandemic. That
situation meant a reality check
for many sectors. It was a diffi-
cult challenge. Having the doors
of the three museums closed sig-
nificantlyaffected themuseum’s
coffers. We needed an update on
different levels. So, we started to
reorganize the Foundationinter-
nally and review all processes.

At the same time, we rece-
ived support from the Diputa-
cio6 de Girona, the Ajuntament
de Figueres, the Generalitat de
Catalunya and the Ministry of
Culture butin an insignificant
amount if we take into acco-
unt the operating costs. It must
be said that we had several ele-
mentsin our favor.In addition,I
claim culture as a fundamental
economic pillar.

First of all, Dali is a very good
brand. Secondly, I met a team
that was very motivated and pas-
sionate about Dali. These tools
were key, added to long hours of
intense and determined work to
develop the new project, moder-
nize management and diversi-
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«To revitalize the night
opening, we considered
introducing the
performing arts to the
museum, specifically
three disciplines: the
theatrical text, music
and dance; isa very
ambitious program
that aims to surprise the
visitor»

fy income. We had two very cle-
ar missions: to maintain finan-
cial independence and preserve
the essence of the collection and
the equipmentin optimal condi-
tions.

—Do you carry out any kind of
educational program with scho-
ols or universities?
—Indeed.Wehaveaneducational
program that caters to the group
from Kindergarten to High Scho-
ol. We train teachers and offer
resources to work in the classro-
om. It should be noted that 30%
of our visitors are young. Anot-
her of our objectives is to access
the so-called «lost generationy,
young people between the ages
of 16 and 30, users of networks
and artificial intelligence.

— Are you planning any joint pro-
ject with Andorra?
—We are open to any type of pro-

ject.Inotherwords,ifthereisthe
possibility of collaborating with
Andorran schoolsorinstitutesso
that they come tovisitus, we will
be delighted.

—And continuing with what | said
about artificial intelligence, how
can the art of Salvador Dali be
combined with, basically, Al? For
you, is artificial intelligence a pro-
blem or an opportunity?

—I think Dali would be getting
the most out of Al. From the
Foundation, we believe and bet
on artificial intelligence as a to-
ol that helps us promote and ex-
plain Dali beyond his museums.

—Who finances the foundation?

—It is vital for us to be financia-
lly independent. 85% of our in-
come comes from our activities:
70% from tickets, 15% from sto-
res. The rest comes fromroyalties.

As I'said, we are a self-finan-
ced organization and we have
good results, especially this last
year. This has also been possible
thanks to the holding of physi-
cal and immersive exhibitions
around the world with a very go-
od reception.

This financial independen-
ce allows us to be autonomous
when making decisions. We in-
vest all profits in culture to po-
pularize the figure and legacy of
Dali, as established in article 4 of
our statutes.

The Foundation has eight mi-
llion euros to carry out cultural
projects. It is a budget intended
for culture and this year, specifi-
cally, it will also be used to cele-
brate the 50 years of the Figueres
museum.

—Apart from culture, does the
foundation engage in other acti-
vities, such as scientific dissemina-
tion activities, for example?

—The scientific part is implicit.
The Foundation has the Center

for Dalinian Studies, which car-
ries out research on Dali’s work.
In recent years we have focused
more intensively on Gala to put
her at the forefront.

Afantastic exhibition of haute
couture dresses by de Gala is cur-
rently taking place at Castell de
Pubol, a project with the collabo-
ration of La Roca Village.

To give an example of scienti-
fic partnerships, we work with
the Art Institute of Chicago tode-
epen the study of the works ba-
sed on image technology, essen-
tial resources for a good classifi-
cation and conservation of the
works. Given the heterogeneity
of the materials that Dali used,
we require the collaboration of
external specialists and labora-
tories.

A case of application of Al has
been the reproduction of Gala
dresses in 3D. Its visualization
is possible in 360 degrees both
on the corporate website and on
mobile phones thanks toan app,
both from the corporate website
and from an application downlo-
aded from the mobile. Another
project we are starting is the 3D
scanning of spaces in the Thea-
tre-Museum thatwill allow them
tobestudied, conserved and, ata
certain point, become partofthe
historical archive.

—And finally, what are your futu-
re plans?

—Basically we must preserve two
things: continue to be financia-
llyindependent in order to carry
outprojects thatgive meaningto
the Master’s founding will. And
the other is the possibilities offe-
red by the recent acquisition of a
building adjacent to the Theater-
Museum, the 2,100 square meter
GiraltVentola house.

In the coming years we will
continue to invest in digital
transformation at the service of
cultural heritage. ®
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OLYMPIC GAMES

Doria falls to quarter finals and says goodbye

Nahuel Carabana takes seventh place in the 3,000 hurdles, three seconds away from reaching the final

Doria in a stock image.

EL PERIODIC
ESCALDES - ENGORDANY

El somni medallistic de Moni-
ca Doriaide tot Andorra s’ha
quedat en aix0, en un somni -
almenys per aquest any —, des-
prés que la palista caigués ahir
a quarts de final de caiac-cross,
quedant-se també sense opci-
ons de diploma olimpic.

La seva eliminatoria ja era
proucomplicada,jaquevacom-
partir sortida amb la britanica
Kimberly Woods (guanyadora),
lasuissa AlenaMarx (segona)ila
nord-americana Evy Leibfarth.
En aquest sentit, I’andorrana,
qui ha «lluitat tot el que havia
de lluitar», no va protagonitzar
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una bona sortida i després se 1i
va complicar molt atrapar les
seves rivals, quedant-se a la por-
tadosiperdentjaqualsevol pos-
sibilitat de quedar entre les du-
es millors per accedir a les semi-
finals.

Totiaixo, la tricolor clou la ci-
taamb diploma olimpic gracies
a una sisena placa en canoa, el
millor resultat mai assolit per
Andorra en uns Jocs Olimpics.

cAraBARNA 7 Nahuel Carabana no
va poder accedir a la final dels
3.000 obstacles després d’asso-
lirlasetena placaenlasevaserie
de la prova, la segona. L’andor-
ra va fer un temps de 8197’44,
quedant-se a quatre segons del
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The tricolor paddler
closes the competition
with an Olympic
diploma thanks to a
sixth place in canoe

M.D.

.,

cinque classificat, posici6 que
marcava el tall per accedir a la
final, que va assolir Avinash Sa-
ble (8'15°°43). Cal destacar que
el tricolor va comencar amb el
grup capdavanter, toti que a
mitja cursa va anar perdent dis-
tanciaiesvaenquadraren el se-
gon grup, en el qual va acabar
remuntant en les dues darreres
voltes per assolir la setena pla-
ca.Alfinal, els cinc primers van
agafar molta distancia i va ser
impossible per a Carabana arri-
bar-hi. Elvencedorvaser el mar-
roqui Mohamed Tindouft amb
un crono de 8’10’62, seguit de
I’etiop Samuel Firewu, el kenya
Abraham Kibiwot i el nip6 Ryu-
jiMiura. e
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FIRST QUARTER OF 2024

The price per square meter of
the flats is close to 4,000 euros

The number of real estate transactions and their total value experienced significant declines
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Average price per square meter of the flats.

EL PERIODIC
ESCALDES-ENGORDANY

The average price per squa-
re meter of flats in the second
quarter of 2024 increased
by 12.0% compared to the se-
cond quarter of the previous
year, going from 3,473.8€ to
3,890.3€. On the other hand,
in the same second quarter of
this year, there was a decrease
0f 19.1% in the number of re-
al estate transactions compa-

red to the second quarter of the
previous year, as well as a de-
creaseo0f14.0% ininrelation to
the accumulated in the last 12
months, as highlighted yester-
day by the Department of Sta-
tistics.

With respect to the number
of real estates transferred, it
decreased by 13.9% compared
to the second quarter of 2023,
where all groups of real estate
experienced a decrease. That’s
how, the annual variation of

the accumulated over the last
12 months showed a decrease
0f 9.8%. In terms of the value
of real estate transferred, it de-
creased by 21.6% compared to
the second quarter of the previ-
ousyear,whereall groups of re-
al estate decreased. The annual
variation of the accumulated
over thelast 12 months showed
a decrease 0f 9.4%. With refe-
rence to the surface area trans-
ferred, expressed in square me-
ters, itdecreased by 32.5% com-

THE FIGURES

3.473,8 €

The value of the average price per
square meter of the flats corresponding
to the second quarter of 2023.

3.890,3 €

The value of the average price per
square meter of the flats corresponding
to the second quarter of 2024.

+416,4 €

The figure in which the variation
is located between the second
quarter of 2023 and that of 2024.

+12,0%

Thisis the percentage change
between the second quarter of 2023
and the second quarter of 2024.

pared to the second quarter of
the previous year, where all
real estate groups have decre-
ased. The annual variation of
the accumulated over the last
twelve months showed a decre-
aseo0f46.4%. e
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