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ir quality was good or ex-

cellent 84% ofthe time du-

ring the year 2021. Howe-

ver, the deficientand poor
quality index showed a rise com-
pared to 2020, due to the 16 episo-
des of calm that were detected and
the recovery of activity after the
pandemic, as reported yesterday
by the Minister of Environment,
Agriculture and Sustainability, Sil-
via Calvo.

It should be noted that at no ti-
me during the year were the per-
mitted limits for nitrogen oxide,
the most common pollutantin the
countrydue tovehicular trafficand
the exceeded use ofheating. The he-
ad of the Water and Atmospheric
Environment Unit, Nerea Tekwa-
ni, emphasized that «this pollutant
has a very marked seasonal behavi-
or,and during theautumn and win-
ter months higherresults are detec-
ted». At the same time, the lowest
annual value of nitrogen dioxide
has been recorded since 2005, due
to the mobility restrictions impo-
sed by covid-19.

Regarding the acoustic vector, it
was detected that, of the 69 stations
for measuring noise pollution, 89%
obtained an excellent or good qua-
lity. Therefore, only 7% were in ac-
ceptable values, and 4% of the sta-
tions obtained a poor quality. «The
stations that did not reach the cor-
responding quality were located
close to traffic or tourist areas,» said
the head ofthe Department of Envi-
ronment and Sustainability, Laura
Coll, adding that «<we have impro-
ved slightly compared to 2020”.

Tropospheric ozone is another
of the pollutants studied, which is
measured at the Engolasters refe-
rence peri-urban station. It has be-
en found to be a secondary pollu-
tant, which is caused by nitrogen
oxides, volatile organic compounds
and ultraviolet rays. Thus, in 2021,
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Air quality in 2021 was good or
excellent 84% of the time

Vehicle traffic and heating are the main source | Levels are down 12 points from 2020 due to

episodes of fever and post-pandemic
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La contaminaci6 atmosférica

Es parla de contaminacio atmosfeérica quan a l'aire hi ha
concentracions de substancies superiors a les habituals
Aquestes substancies poden ser emeses a causa del
transport [cotxes. camions) o dels habitatges (calefaccions)
Un cop son a laire, els contaminants es desplacen en funcié
de la meteorologia i es transfermen. Finalment, en un lloc
determinat hi ha unes concentracions de contaminants

anomenades immissions que poden causar danys a les
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Reaccions quimiques

Sobre els recursos naturals, la salut de les persones i
el patrimoni arquitectonic
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the regulatory limit value
for ozone was met, both
for human and vegetati-
on protection. In total, 11
days were detected where
the value exceeded the th-
reshold, a figure that re-
mains below the limit va-
lue set at 25 days.

In short, none of the po-
llutants analyzed - parti-
culate matter, troposphe-
ric ozone, sulfur dioxide,
carbon monoxide, metals
and benzo (a) pyrene - exce-
eded the limit values esta-
blished by current regula-
tions. For this reason, the
Minister was convinced
that air quality will conti-
nue toimprove and, in this
regard, announced that
«the Renova Plan encoura-
ges the replacement of he-
ating systems by more ef-
ficient and less polluting
devices, and also promotes
public transport through
the green tax and free of
charge.

On the other hand, the
type ofnoise pollution that
theministry detected most
complaints was that of the
works, and in relation to
the problems with the in-
habitants, Calv6 indicated
that “we have modified the
regulations to incorpora-

via Ferrer, explain the operation of t

he air quality.

SILVIA CALVO

MINISTER OF THE ENVIRONMENT
«The RenovaPlan
encouragesthe
replacement of heating
systems with more efficient
and less polluting devices»

NEREA TEKWANI

WATER AND ATM. ENV. HEAD
«Nitrogen oxide has a
very marked seasonal
behavior, and during
the autumn and winter it
records higher results»

LAURACOLL
HEAD OF THE ENV. AREA

«Stations that did not

achieve good quality noise

pollution were located
near traffic or in tourist
areas»

te elements in favor of the
prevention of these acous-
ticaspectswith theworks”.

Finally, the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment, Agriculture and Sustai-
nability has renewed the website
www.aire.ad, with the aim of revi-
talizing it. In this portal, the public
can get information and downlo-
ad information on air quality in re-
al time. In addition, details on the
amount of pollen can also be vi-
ewed so that people with allergies
can control the days with more con-
centration.=
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Buying a flat in Andorra today is
0% more expensive than last year

Transactions continue to grow, despite the fact that the price per square meter rises to 3,430 euros
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eal estate transactions

in Andorra do not stop.

In just one year, the

average price per squa-
re meter has increased by 30%,
to about 770 euros. Thus, accor-
ding to the latest report publis-
hed by the Department of Statis-
tics, ifin the firstquarter of2021
the cost was 2,660 euros, this ye-
ar it has been 3,430 euros. Des-
pite this increase, the purchase
and sale of real estate has risen
by 22.3% compared to the previ-
ous year (and 39.6% in relation
totheaccumulatedin thelast12
months), so it is confirmed that
the sector is once again experi-
encingareal bubblein which lu-
xury housing seems to predomi-
nate, thanks to the high number
of residents with high purcha-
sing power that has moved to
the Principality in recent years.
Going into the details of the fi-
gures, it should be noted that
during the first quarter of 2021,
394 transactions took place, whi-
lebetween January and March of

Itis confirmed that
the sectoris once
again experiencing a real
bubble, in which luxury
housing predominates

Land and parking
spaces experience
107 % more buying
and selling than in
2021

this year there were 482.

If you compare the data from
2017, you can see that the trend
has not stopped going up sin-
ce then. With the exception of
a small decline in 2020 - due to
the outbreak ofthe covid-19 pan-
demic and the dry shutdown of
all sectors - the rise has been
uninterrupted until reaching a
growth of 55% last five years.

With regard to the number of
real estates transferred, they ha-
veincreased by 74.3% compared
to the first quarter of 2021, whe-
re all real estate groups experi-
enced an increase. Also, the an-
nual variation of the accumu-
lated over the last year shows
an increase of 49.5%. Thus, it
should be noted that the Other
Constructions group is experi-
encing the highest growth with
121%, followed by land and par-
king spaces, with 107%, of flats,
single-family homes and buil-
dings, with a 19.2% and Com-
mercial premises and ware-
houses (warehouses) with 9.1%.
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»»> Aerial view of the central valley.

With absolute numbers, they re-
present a variation of 200 pro-
perties, 400, 67 and one, respec-
tively.

7 7 O euros is the difference

between the square meter of last
year and 2022.

4 8 2 are the buying and se-

lling activities that took place from
January to March 2022.
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In terms of the value of re-

al estate transferred, it has in-
creased by 115.3% compared to
the first quarter of 2021, whe-

5 5 % is the growth that

the price of transactions has ex-
perienced since 2017.

2 7 9 % is the increase

in the value of the transferred land
and parking spaces.

re all real estate groups increa-
sed, especiallyland and parking
spaces that reached a change of
279.6% with more than 116 mi-
llion euros. The annual change
in the accumulated over the last
12 months shows an increase of
49.2%.

With reference to the trans-
mitted area, expressed in squa-
re meters, it has increased by
123.5% compared to the first
quarter of the previous year,
where all the groups of goods in-
crease. However, while land and
parking spaces and other cons-
tructions show an exponential
increase of 187.3% and 182.8%,

respectively, in the case of com-
mercial premises and warehou-
ses (industrial units) is 61.9%
and In the case of flats, single-
family homes and buildings ba-
rely exceed 20%, with a positi-
ve variation of 22.1%. The annu-
al variation of the accumulated
in the last year reflects an incre-
ase 0f46.7%.

Although the latest report
on real estate transactions do-
es not provide details by parish,
the areas with the highest popu-
lation growth are Escaldes-En-
gordany- thisis also the most ex-
pensive parish - and Andorra la
Vella.=



