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T
he second summit of the Eu-
ropean Political Community 
(ECP) was held yesterday in 
the Republic of Moldova. Mo-

re specifically, in the castle of Mimi, 
in Bulboaca, a town 35 kilometers 
from the Moldavian capital and on-
ly 40 from the border with Ukraine. A 
symbolic location and of great impor-
tance for a European forum created a 
few months ago with the intention of 
coordinating and improving the rela-
tions of the different European states, 
members or not of the European Uni-
on, in relation to the fragile geopo-
litical situation currently experien-
ced on the continent with reason for 
the Russian invasion of the Ukraini-
an country. So, 50 European leaders 
from different states and organizati-
ons came together to send a message 
of unity towards belligerence and de-
monstrate firmness against Moscow. 
At this meeting, Andorra was no ex-
ception and the head of government, 
Xavier Espot, led a delegation made 
up of the Secretary of State for Rela-
tions with the European Union, Lan-
dry Riba, and the Andorran ambassa-
dor in Brussels, Esther Rabasa.

Espot declared that participation 
in this summit was «absolutely cru-
cial» in multiple areas. On the one 
hand, the head of government stipu-
lated that the Principality can «con-
tribute its grain of sand» by develo-
ping an «exemplary role in the gre-
at challenges we face as a continent», 
using as an example the war that is 
being fought producing in Eastern 
Europe. Espot remarked that Andor-
ra can greatly help the CPE «from the 
perspective of pacifism and the pea-
ceful resolution of conflicts. I believe 
that Andorra has a lot to say in these 
matters», since the Principality has 
a history of «eight centuries of pea-
ce, demilitarization and neutrality». 
For these reasons, the head of gover-
nment considered that «we can ex-
plain our example and our study ca-
se so that it can be useful for those co-
untries that, unfortunately, have not 
had this luck», seeing that the CPE is 
an opportunity to expose this role «in 
certain issues of multilateral and in-
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33 The Head of Government of andorra, Xavier espot, at the second summit of the european political community.

Andorra explains  its peaceful role 
in conflict resolution to Europe
The Head of Government participated in the 
summit of the European Political Community

Espot was interested in the experiences and 
needs of the other states present
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the challenges of the future».
One of the issues that was the sub-

ject of debate was «not only the need 
to create these infrastructures, but 
above all how to finance them». At 
this point, it is where the head of go-
vernment was able to «explain An-
dorra’s experience, with the fact that 
we have recently been chosen as an 
eligible state by the European Invest-
ment Bank despite not being a mem-
ber state of the European Union, 
but a third state. This will obvious-
ly allow the financing and develop-
ment of many infrastructures in the 
field of energy, territorial connecti-
on or mobility», citing as an exam-
ple of this great advantage the fact of 
«being able to carry out railway pro-
jects, or any other type of cross-bor-
der transport».

The big surprise of the event was 
the unexpected appearance of Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky, president of 
Ukraine in these moments of gre-
at violence that his country is suf-
fering due to the Russian invasion. 
Xavier Espot was convinced that the 
Ukrainian leader considers Andor-
ra a «friendly state» and «not only be-
cause of our presence here, but also 
because of everything we have do-
ne since the beginning of the war 
in Ukraine», recalling that the Prin-
cipality «has firmly condemned the 
Russian aggression and that they ha-
ve us by their side so that this terri-
ble war that is wreaking havoc on 
them at all levels can be overcome 
as soon as possible». H
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«From the principality 
we can contribute our 
grain of sand to the 
challenges we face as a 
continent»

«We were able to talk 
about infrastructure 
projects in the energy 
field and about 
connectivity»

XavIEr ESPOT
HEAD OF GOVERNMENT

A message of 
unity was sent to 
belligerence and 
firmness was shown
to moscow

such as the association agreement 
with the European Union. Espot emp-
hasized that «what this European Po-
litical Community demonstrates is 
that it is a privileged forum, not on-
ly for the European states as a who-
le, but particularly for small countri-
es like ours, where we have the possi-
bility of having a very high degree of 
proximity with the leaders of the dif-
ferent European nations to be able to 
discuss and delve deeper into those is-
sues that are concretely ours”.

Following this line, the Andorran 
leader was able to participate in the 
Round Table on Energy and Connec-
tivity. Espot described the session as 
«interesting», since «we were able to 
talk about infrastructure projects in 
the energy field and the issue of con-
nectivity». Espot was interested in 
the explanation of the experiences 
and needs of the other states present 
during the summit and stressed that 
«obviously, we must unite our infras-
tructures and we must be much mo-
re connected if we really want to be 
a strong continent and that can face 

ternational scope such as, for exam-
ple, in matters of resolution and pa-
cification of conflicts». He also explai-
ned that one of the topics touched 
on at the summit is the case of the 
conflict between Kosovo and Serbia, 
which has recently revived and «whe-
re Andorra can also, humbly, contri-
bute its experience and way of seeing 
things”, explained Xavier Espot.

In addition, the head of govern-
ment remarked that «our country has 
a very active role in international or-
ganizations with our commitment 
to multilateralism, which makes us 
deserving of being exemplary in this 
regard». In the same way, Espot decla-
red that this summit also benefited 
Andorra’s own interests, underlining 
the fact that «apart from the Council 
of Europe, it is the only forum where 
we can really be represented by all Eu-
ropean countries, regardless of our 
membership or not in the European 
Union», in addition to the fact that the 
Andorran presence in the CPE can ma-
ke progress in overcoming the «gre-
at challenges we have as a country», 
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t
he Government of Andor-
ra allocated 3.3 million 
euros to benefits to pay 
for housing rent during 

2022. This is clear from the no-
te published yesterday by the De-
partment of Statistics, in which 
it is indicated that the amount 
represents an increase in the 
planned budget of 269,939 eu-
ros and that the average aid per 
beneficiary and per household 
climbs to 2,286 euros. Going in-
to the details of the services re-
quested throughout the past ye-
ar, a total of 1,776 requests were 
submitted, of which 82.8% have 
been resolved favorably and, the 
remaining 17.7% have been re-
jected.

In relation to the nationality 
of the people applying for aid, 
they report that Spanish and An-
dorran residents are the majo-
rity, with 62.6% of the requests, 
of which 61.9% have been gran-
ted. For groups, 24.8% of the de-
mands come from single-parent 
families, followed by the elderly 
with 22% and young people with 
8%. With regard to the structu-
re of the households, one in th-
ree requests comes from homes 
with only one member, reaching 
30.7% of the grants granted, fo-
llowed by single parents with 
27.8% of requests resolved favo-
rably.

Regarding the demands by pa-
rishes, the residents of Andorra 
la Vella have represented 39.8% 
of the aid, having received 40.9% 
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33 an aerial view of andorra la Vella.

The Government allocates 3.3 
ME to aid to pay the rent in 2022
the amount represents an increase in the planned budget of 269,939 euros and an average aid of 2,286
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Social benefits for 
the unemployed

Financial aid 
reduction by 25.9%

increase in aid for 
solidarity

Allowances for dependent 
children are reduced

The number of requests for soci-
al benefits for involuntary unem-
ployment during the year 2022 
was 138, of which 60.1% were re-
solved favorably (83) and 39.9% 
were resolved unfavorably (55) ac-
cording to the data from the re-
cords of the Department of Soci-
al Affairs. The proportion of favo-
rable applications compared to 
those submitted increases by 6.9% 
(3.86 points) compared to 2021.

The number of requests for oc-
casional financial aid inten-
ded for individuals in 2022 was 
1,554, a figure that represents 
25.9% less than in 2021. Of the 
total number of requests, 95.7% 
have been resolved favorably 
(1,487), while 4.3% have be-
en unfavorable (67). Favorable 
grants have granted a total of 
3,391,356.95 euros, 20.7% less 
than in 2022.

The solidarity benefits granted 
during 2022 totaled a value of 
3,494,944.87 euros, 10.1% mo-
re than in 2021. During this pe-
riod there were an average of 
301 beneficiaries of this benefit 
- a 5, 2% more compared to the 
previous year, of which 139 we-
re men and 162 were women. In 
terms of nationality, an avera-
ge of 176 people have been An-
dorran.

The number of applications 
for benefits for dependent chil-
dren submitted in 2022 was 724, 
which represents a decrease of 
9.4% compared to 2021. Of the-
se, 80.1% were resolved favora-
bly and the remaining 19.9% ha-
ve been dismissed. Active bene-
fits on December 31st, 2022 have 
benefited 706 families and 1,250 
children.

The advanced CPI for May is 4.9%, 
half a point less than in April

The advanced consumer price index 
(CPI) for the month of May that was pu-
blished yesterday by the Government’s 
Department of Statistics stands at 4.9% 
and, if confirmed, this percentage 
would mean a decrease of half a point 
compared to the CPI for the month of 
April, which stood at 5.4%. This decre-
ase, they point out, would come from 
the prices of transport and food and 
non-alcoholic beverages.

It should be noted that Spain’s ad-
vanced CPI stands at 3.2% and that, if 
confirmed, would decrease by nine 
tenths compared to the variation recor-
ded in April. As for the index in France, 
it is at 5.1% and would mean a decrease 
of eight tenths compared to the varia-
tion registered in the previous month.

Statistics remembers that this ad-
vanced indicator is calculated with the 
aim of providing the maximum infor-
mation, in time and quality, than the 
data published by the statistical institu-
tes of the European Union. This advan-
ced indicator is calculated following 
the same methodology used for the cal-
culation of the CPI, with the difference 
that the advanced involves a previous 
calculation of the CPI with approxima-
tely 98% of the prices entered. For series 
that have not yet been surveyed, the sa-
me price as the previous month is used. 
The advanced indicator only provides 
indicative information and therefore 
does not necessarily coincide with the 
definitive data. H

a decrease that is caused 
by transport and food 
prices
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of the total amount. The majo-
rity of unfavorable applications, 
67.5%, are because the appli-
cants exceed the income or assets 
scale. The amount of the Govern-
ment’s budget settlement of the-
se benefits corresponds to 0.63% 
of the total expenditure of the 
executive and, in turn, repre-
sents 0.11% of the GDP, data that 
represent a growth of 0.08 and 
0.01 points compared to the pre-
vious year, respectively. H

61,9% requests from 
Spanish and Andorran residents.

24,8% single-parent 
families.

22% elderly people.  

the figures

8% young people.

30,7% household 
structure. it comes from a single 
member.

27,8% single parents  

The advanced indicator 
provides indicative 
information and therefore 
does not have to match 
the definitive data
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