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T 
he big debate of the lea-
ders of the national candi-
dacies took place last nig-
ht. PS SDP+ represented by 

Pere López, Democrats in the person 
of Xavier Espot, Liberals in Josep Ma-
ria Cabanes, Concòrdia with Sergi Es-
calé, Judith Pallarès at the head of Ac-
ció and Josep Maria Cabanes for Li-
berals.

It started strongly with the propo-
sals of the leaders of all the political 
formations competing in Sunday’s 
elections. Pere López, candidate for 
head of government for PS SDP+ emp-
hasized that the country’s challen-
ges are the same as those of four ye-
ars ago, stressing that young people 
and the middle classes do not see a 
future in Andorra. He emphasized 
that the time for change has come to 
turn Andorra into a country where 
you can carry out a life project, ensu-
ring a dignified future. Xavier Espot, 
Democrat candidate and current ac-
ting head of government, expressed 
his intention to revalidate and regret-
ted that the past legislature has been 
difficult due to the pandemic and the 
energy crisis. The Acció candidate, Ju-
dith Pallarés, defined her program as 
a commitment to social well-being. 
Josep Maria Cabanes, leader of Libe-
rals, spoke of the will to build the An-
dorra of the future with sanity and 
serenity. On the part of Concórdia, 
Cerni Escalé followed the same line 
and, also speaking of sanity, empha-
sized his commitment to ensure pe-
ople’s well-being. From Andorra En-
davant, Carine Montaner criticized 
the government’s mismanagement 
with the Grifols project and during 
the coronavirus pandemic. He also 
highlighted his party as one that do-
es what it says.

Entering the first block, the econo-
mic one, Escalé criticized the increa-
se in public debt, which has grown 
significantly. The debt shows a varia-
tion from the 500 million in 2007, to 
the 2,300 that are currently there. He 
also pointed to the rise in house pri-
ces. In the same vein, the leader of the 
socialist and progressive coalition 
pledged to have between 3,000 and 
4,000 affordable homes, which will 
not exceed 30-35% of income. López 
assured that a public entity will rent 
apartments to private individuals. 
From the Liberals, Cabanes took con-
cern from his management at the he-
ad of the Ministry of Economy, emp-
hasizing that the GDP shows that the 
Andorran economy is working. Mon-
taner went further by talking about 
promoting economic diversificati-
on, one that generates jobs. The he-

ad of Andorra Endavant emphasized 
that foreign investors must invest in 
luxury apartments and not those be-
longing to the working class. And, he 
ended his speech criticizing that pe-
ople will leave because they cannot 
afford housing and this will lead to 
a lack of staff. Espot said that we can-
not talk about a catastrophic situati-
on and mentioned that there is a part 
of the population with problems ac-
cessing housing or making ends me-
et. In the same line of Andorra Enda-
vant, the candidate for Acció expres-
sed herself, asking that work be done 
on an economic diversification table. 
Cerni Escalé, expressed that the hou-
sing crisis is a crisis related to foreign 
investment.

Aside from housing, Pere López 
spoke about issues that affect citi-
zens and presented proposals such as 
reducing the IGI to 0%, lowering FE-
DA rates, setting the minimum wa-
ge at 1,400 euros and using 1,500 mi-
llion reserve euros to improve cur-
rent pensions. Also, as he has already 
expressed during the campaign, his 
party is betting on a single national 
Tax Agency.

Espot attacked the fiscal proposal 
of the PS SDP+, ensuring that it would 
have a neutral effect, and bet on rai-
sing the minimum wage to 60% of 
the average wage. Pallarès followed 
the same line as the leader of the PS 
SDP+ proposing an increase in the mi-
nimum wage to 1,400 euros. For a few 
minutes, other topics were discussed, 
as it immediately returned to hou-
sing with the help of Escalé, who cri-
ticized that in four years the price of 
housing has risen by 80%. Montaner 
blamed the shell companies and the-
ir owners for the housing problem in 
the Principality, ensuring that they 
block the rental market.

Pere López criticized Espot for 
working to protect those who pay ze-
ro euros to make those who pay self-
employed pay.

Referring to mobility, Cabanes 
suggested a third lane to La Seu d’Ur-
gell, and Escalé is betting on a tram 
connecting Sant Julià with Escaldes-
Engordany.

In the social blog, the candidates 
focused on health. Pere López lamen-
ted the lack of health professionals 
in the country, the long waiting lists 
and the lack of mental health resour-
ces. To take pressure off emergency 
rooms, he proposed organizing the 
out-of-hospital system and providing 
hospital care with more human re-
sources. Espot, for his part, empha-
sized again that during his manda-
te important steps have been taken 
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in the health field. Carine Montaner 
pointed to the poor organization of 
SAAS, comparing it to an inverted 
pyramid with many people who co-
ordinate, but few who do the work. In 
addition, he criticized the lack of nur-
ses and doctors if we compare it with 
the large number of traumatologists 
that the country has.

Regarding education, Concórdia 
agreed with the PS SDP+ proposal 
in which it proposes free schooling 
from zero to three years.

The last block, one of the most an-
ticipated of the debate, was that of in-
ternational relations and the Euro-
pean Union in which, as it could not 
be otherwise, the association agree-
ment was discussed. It was initiated 
by the leader of Andorra Endavant, 
asking to preserve the historical neu-
trality of the country. Montaner as-
ked to stop the negotiations becau-
se there are many internal problems 
that need to be stopped. He empha-
sized that what is needed are mo-
re agreements for double taxation. 
The head of government, without 
replying to Montaner, spoke again 
about the work done saying that they 
have strengthened «these relations 
enormously». The leader of Acció was 
in favor of the association agreement 
with the European Union, and was 
convinced that «it will maintain our 
security levels». Cerni Escalé was cri-
tical of the government, and expres-
sed his surprise that Espot is positio-
ning itself and «already confirming 
the approval when the negotiations 
are still in progress». Following, he 
emphasized the importance of ha-
ving more information about possi-
ble impacts and hypothetical scena-
rios. Pere López, PS SDP+ candidate, 
supports the calm and well-negoti-
ated agreement, although since his 
formation they do not want to com-
mit to the calendar as Espot has done 
and criticizes the government’s has-
te to have the deal closed before the 
end of the year. The Democrat can-
didate, as he has been repeating th-
roughout the campaign and before 
it began, wanted to emphasize that 
they aspire to participate in a «pro-
gressive and structured way in the Eu-
ropean market». He spoke of indicati-
ons about what the European Union 
will do in the free movement of peo-
ple, but without specifying. The lea-
der of Liberals, Josep Maria Cabanes, 
is betting on a binding referendum 
and rebalancing relations with neig-
hboring countries. Despite the vari-
ous opinions on the association agre-
ement with the European Union, the 
most critical of the Democrats’ gover-

nment was Pere López, denouncing 
the lack of transparency in this area, 
and speaking of documents hidden 
by the secretary of State for European 
Affairs, Landry Riba. H
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33 Enric Dolsa, during the press conference, at the Hotel Coma of Ordino.
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Y
esterday afternoon, Enric 
Dolsa wanted to appear be-
fore the press at the Hotel Co-
ma of Ordino, to express his 

thoughts on the statements made by 
the Consul Major of Ordino, J.Ángel 
Mortés, referring to Dolsa and his 
interventions during the munici-
pal meetings regarding the Grífols 
affair. The councilor wanted to offer 
a press conference outside the mu-
nicipal house, since he considers it 
an inappropriate act on the part of 
the Consul to make that intervention 
with possible electoral interests. This 
is why Dolsa decided to appear outsi-
de the institutional sphere, and deal 
with the subject in a more appropria-
te environment.

The councilor of X’Ordino ack-
nowledged that he was surprised of 
Mortés’ statements since «that mor-
ning a works commission had be-
en held and there was no discussion 
of his strategy that he carried out in 
the afternoon», declared Dolsa. The 
orderly stated that «his appearance 
was totally inappropriate and I thi-
nk he did it in very bad way. The re-
ason I think so is because this mor-
ning, during the municipal meeting, 
I wanted to make a correction to the 
minutes of the last act of March 9th, 
and when the Grifols buildings we-
re discussed. I, by mistake, used the 
word public buildings, but in the sub-
sequent press conference after the 
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municipality, I spoke of singular buil-
dings». This error was pointed out by 
the Consul Major of Ordino, claiming 
that this concept does not exist, «and 
he makes it as something abysmal 
against me, and if you see the appe-
arance, practically, he says that I am 
stupid and what I do not understand 
nothing about urban planning, be-
cause this figure does not exist», de-
clared Dolsa. Even so, the councilor 
referred, in the press conference follo-
wing that municipal session, to sin-
gular buildings. This errata was used 
by Mortés to carry out a disproporti-
onate media exaggeration due to a 
simple dialectical confusion. «That 
was a mistake on my part, but what 
he can never do is take advantage of 
this to run an electoral campaign, as 
he is doing from the Municipal Hou-
se , with the flag at his side and explai-
ning these insults to the population.» 
stipulated Dolsa.

The councilor of X’Ordino asked 
about «where is the public tender» 
that Grifols did not have to go th-
rough for the construction of the P3 
laboratory? Dolsa stipulates that «an 
international base contract would 
have to have been drawn up, and 
that any company of this type could 
be presented in this edict in Andor-
ra. And I know that, if that had been 
the case, despite the fact that I do not 
agree with the substance, some im-
portant French laboratory would ha-
ve come.»

Regarding the zero-health risk, 
Dolsa was forceful when affirming 

that the total neutralization of the 
risk involved in a P3 laboratory «do-
es not exist in anything, and least of 
all in these matters». Dolsa responded 
to the former health minister, Martí-
nez Benazet, who frequently uses the 
argument that the Andorran hospi-
tal has a laboratory with similar cha-
racteristics to the one Grifols wants 
to build. X’Ordino’s alleged that, if 
this is the case, «where are the (expe-
rimental) mice? Since 1 million eu-
ros have been budgeted for the main-
tenance of the mice. Therefore, whe-
re are the rodents in the hospital and 
what are they spending these million 
euros on?».

Then, Dolsa referred to the econo-
mic diversification that, according 
to Mortés, will be promoted with the 
P3 laboratory. The councilor from Or-
dino alleged that «the economy do-
es not diversify with companies that 
are in deficit. The economy is diversi-
fied with organizations that provide 
added value and, in addition to this 
added value, they also provide bene-
fits». Dolsa mentioned the change in 
the laboratory’s funding, which has 
gone from 25 million euros to 36 mi-
llion euros, which he described as 
«mind-boggling». Related to this sud-
den change in investment, Dolsa re-
called a telematic meeting held du-
ring the most restrictive times of the 
pandemic, where Martínez, Marqui-
na, Gelabert, the Ordino consuls and 
himself attended. In this meeting, the 
councilor asked if these 25 million 
will be from foreign investment, re-
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ceiving the refusal of the rest of the at-
tendees and answering that it would 
be from borrowing by the country, 
and that it will now be 36 million. At 
this point, Dolsa asked himself that, 
in the event that Grifols leaves in 15 
days as stated in the agreement, «at 
the time when all this loan has be-
en carried out, who will have to deal 
with all this will be the Government?»

Dolsa indicated what his wish is «is 
that it not be done. Neither French, 
nor Grifols. Because one thing is cle-
ar, that with the laboratory here, no-
wadays, no one has made it clear to 
me that it brings us anything». The 
one from X’Ordino clarified that, in 
addition, the risk of incidents occur-
ring is dangerously high, in addition 
to generating a media image abroad 
that will greatly hinder the arrival of 
new people who want to come to live 
and work in Andorra.

With regard to the Town Planning 
Plan, the Ordino councilor accused 
Mortés of «hanging on medals, they 
say that they are now making a mo-
dification of the town planning plan, 
which is abnormal and atypical» 
since revisions in this respect occur 
every 6 years, being the last changes 
of 2019. According to the councilor, 
the consul apologizes for this sudden 
alteration to «not put in so many cra-
nes», but already, in the last modifica-
tion of the urban planning plan it was 
already carried out with the warning 
of Dolsa that the plan would bring 
«an avalanche of projects» builders 
to the parish and the Consul repea-
tedly denied that this could happen. 
In December 2019, before the parish 
elections, the town planning plan 
was approved and Dolsa says that 
«we have the result here». And now, 
Consul Mortés, wants to carry out a 
reform that will stop this growth of 
buildings «as if he were a savior», de-
clared X’Ordino. In addition, he sta-
ted that the owners have expressed 
their dissatisfaction with this situati-
on. Dolsa commented that this modi-
fication by Mortés is supported by ar-
ticle 103.2 of the general law. The ma-
jority has sent a request document to 
the Government, so that they take on 
an exceptional level, several legislati-
ve points and it is possible to carry out 
the reforms that fulfill the will of Con-
sul Mortés. H

«The appearance 
(of the Consul)           
was totally 
inappropriate and I 
think he did it in very 
bad way»

Enric Dolsa
COUNCILOR OF X’ORDINO


