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The Agreement begins the journey towards
the ‘approval’ of the European Parliament

Espot announces the closing of the negotiations and has presented the final text to the European Commission
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Negotiations regarding the Asso-
clation Agreement were conclu-
ded before yesterday, Tuesday.
The Head of Government gave a
pressconferencetotheEuropean
Commission in order to officia-
llyinform about this fact,accom-
panied by the Executive Vice-Pre-
sident of the European Commis-
sion, Maro$ Maros Seféovi¢, and
the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
International Economic Coope-
ration and Telecommunicati-
ons from San Marino, Luca Bec-
cari. The conference took place
in a meeting in which Espot hig-
hlighted the key moment that
Andorra is experiencing as a co-
untry by having the text of the
Association Agreement, current-
ly in its official English version,
which be published in full on Fri-
day, April 26th.

Now, once the negotiations ha-
ve been officially concluded, Es-
pot’s assistance in Brussels was
used to present the final text to
the committee, so that the pro-
cess of translating the text into
the official language of the Prin-
cipality can then begin. Howe-
ver, the vice-president of the
chamber underlined that the
presentation of these texts-both
the Andorran and the San Mari-
no - «are actions that work in fa-
vor of the society and culture of
the two countries»,emphasizing
all the work done because «du-
ring the negotiations we had ti-
me to talk with the administra-
tions and their representatives.

COMISSIO EUROPEA

A moment of the press conference offered by the head of government, Xavier Espot, in Brussels to the

European Commission.

XAVIER ESPOT

«We must understand the financial services protocol

HEAD OF GOVERNMENT

as a general framework [...] Andorra will be able to
participate in the European market little by little»

Seféovi¢, when asked about a
schedule to follow, remarked
that «the Agreement will be sig-
ned before New Year’s Eve and
thenitwill be passed to the Euro-
pean Parliament», since he also
remarked that it must be taken
into account that it is an electi-
onyear in many European coun-
tries, in addition to the parlia-
mentary elections that will ta-
ke place very soon, which is why
«today’sdeliberations are impor-

tant. Now we have finished our
tasks in order to finalize the ne-
gotiationsy.

Espot also took the opportu-
nity to re-emphasize certain be-
neficial factors that the Agree-
ment will bring to the Andorran
population, since «our citizens
will be able to participate in the
European market». «<After five
months of work, we have a com-
plete textin English thatwe have
presented tosociety»,said the he-

ad of government, without was-
ting the opportunity to assert
that «our citizens have followed
the Agreement very closely», re-
ferring to the two appointments
that were organized by the Go-
vernment in order to ‘resolve
doubts’ regarding the text and
the negotiations. Public events
that opened the door to the clus-
ter of questions and concerns
with which Andorrans continue
to have no answers.

In line with the highest con-
cerns expressed by Andorra’s
possible accession to the Europe-
an Unionis the country’s partici-
pation in the European financi-
al market, a tangible worry that
the head of the executive tried to
alleviate by stating that «<Andor-
rawill be able to participate step
by step in the European market
taking into account the qualiti-
es and specifications of our envi-
ronment”. An action that Espot
pointed out will be done by the
vice-president of the commissi-
on: «The vice-president of the Eu-
ropean Commission will come
toour country to take partin this
explanation». For this same rea-
son, the representative declared
that «<we must understand the fi-
nancial services protocol as a ge-
neral framework. We must base
ourselves on trust». Finally, the
head of government insisted on
the need to include the financial
sector within the accession, alt-
hough he defended that it must
be done in a staggered manner
so that they can «fit» with the fi-
nancial system institutions of
the European Union. e
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Concordia requests details of personal income
tax and corporation tax for recent years

Escalé is interested in
distribution by activity
sector
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Through a statement issued last
Tuesday afternoon, the parlia-
mentary group of Concordia re-
ported that it was just a month
ago that the campaign for the de-
claration of the Personal Income
Tax (IRPF) corresponding to the
year 2023. Coinciding with this
period, the political formation
hassubmitted arequest for infor-
mation to the General Council,
requesting data on this matter.

Specifically, the president of
the parliamentary group, Cer-
ni Escalé, has asked the Govern-
ment forall the calculations that
have been made annually since
2015 in relation to inequality in
the income of natural persons,
indicating the distributions by
corresponding percentiles in
this matter.

At the same time, he has also
asked for the total personal in-
come tax that has been collected
from residents without Andor-

™"

The president of the Concordia parliamentary group, Cerni Escalé.

ran nationality, according to the
type of residence permit and the
sector of activity. He requests the
data broken down year by year
since 2019.

Finally, Escalé has request the

distribution by activity sectors of
the income generated through
the Corporation Tax, annually
for the last five years. The will is
to know in which activities the
profit of the country’s compani-

CONCORDIA

esis being generated.

Foreach and every one of these
data, the general counsel has as-
ked for details of the methodolo-
gy that has been used to perform
the calculation. e
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