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LEADER OF THE PARLIAMENTARY GROUP
«ltis difficult to have a rich debate, in which all

proposals are represented democratically, if all
groups do not have updated information»

Nuria Segués, Cerni Escalé and Jordi Casadevall, in a press conference at the General Council, last Monday.

Concordia accuses the Government of running
a clandestine campaign with the Agreement

The parliamentary group claims not to have updated information on this

ALEX MONTERO
ANDORRALAVELLA

The publication of the textof the
Association Agreement with the
European Union by the Govern-
ment this past Friday has begun
to bring the first reactions wit-
hin the political sphere of the co-
untry, becoming the parliamen-
tary group of Concordia the first
to speak out . For the formation
led by Cerni Escalé, the Executi-
ve headed by Xavier Espot is car-
rying out a «clandestine cam-
paign»with theagreementdocu-

ment, aswell as «propaganda for
various groups» in the country.
A document that, according to
Escalé,hasnotyetbeen updated:
«On December 6th, they promi-
sed to share all the information
with us, but so far we are the on-
ly parliamentary group that do-
esnothave theupdated informa-
tion.» heindicated in a press con-
ference last Monday morning,
accompanied by general coun-
sel Nuria Segués and Jordi Casa-
devall.

The leader of the parliamen-
tary group reviewed the tempo-

NURIA SEGUES
GENERAL COUNSELLOR

«The campaign period has not started, but there is
already Government propaganda in certain groups
such as talks to baccalaureate students»

ral chronology of the processing
of the document by the current
Government, pointing out that
it has only provided them with
relevant information for the
months of October and Novem-
ber, but not the work until the

According to Concordia,
Andorra Endavant is
the only parliamentary
group that has updated
information

end of February and which be-
longs to a whole series of additi-
onal protocols on the Associati-
on Agreement. «It is difficult to
have a rich debate, in which all
positions are democratically re-
presented, if we do not have up-
dated information», he expres-
sed. In addition, Escalé stated
that Andorra Endavant, the par-
liamentary group led by Carine
Montaner, is the only formation
that currently has the most up-
to-date information on the text.
Escalé emphasized that there
isa«manifestdesire of the Gover-



nment not to share it, since they
are confident thatonly the parti-
es that are part of the State Pact
haveit»,adding thatthisisbased
only on a few meetings without
«legal support», with extra-parli-
amentary parties «that have not
had enough votes to be repre-
sented in the General Council,
but that have more information
than the parties that we have to
debate on the agreement».
Inthesameline, Segués spoke,
who highlighted the situation
thatis currently being experien-
ced with high school students in
educational centers: «The cam-
paign period hasnotstarted, but
thereisalready Government pro-
paganda in certain groups such

as talks to high school students»,
stressing that thisisagroup that
is still forming its reflective and
critical capacity and, therefore,
they have a «certain vulnerabi-
lity, since shortly they will go to
study abroad».

The general counsel also ex-
pressed that they are being «mo-
deled on the basis of certain
and biased information», not gi-
ving them, however, all the in-
formation necessary to be able
to analyze the pros and cons of
the document. «<We ask for grea-
ter transparency when it comes
to publishing the negotiations
that are being carried out», said
Segués, asking the Executive to
«get out of the schools and rea-

lly publish all the information
it has».

Even so and questioned by
Concordia’s current position re-
garding the Association Agre-
ement, Escalé made it very cle-
ar that it remains the same as it
had been dictated until now: «If
the climate continues to be ne-
gative, the Government should
not sign the document or sub-
mit it to a referendum, since ot-
herwise it would have a negati-
ve reputational impact for An-
dorra». Despite this statement,
the leader of the parliamentary
group remarked that the forma-
tion «continues to believe in the
European institutions», since a
no to the agreement does noten-

tail «a rejection of Europe, be-
cause we are Europeanists», ad-
ding thatthe currenttextithasa
commercial nature and gives ri-
seto «possible counter-liberties».

In the same way, Escalé emp-
hasized the position of Monaco
regarding the Association Agre-
ement, which suspended the ne-
gotiations of the document and
had no effect, or the contrast re-
ports commissioned by Andorra
Endavant. Through these, Cari-
ne Montaner’s training has been
able to obtain a more accurate
view of the risks that the docu-
ment may entail, which is why
Concordia is also considering
doing the same once they have
the updated information.e

A modification of the current
Transparency Law, the bet that
Concordia wants to promote

A.M.
ANDORRALAVELLA

General councilor Jordi Casade-
vall referred to the proposal for
the creation of the CASS pensions
investigation commission, pre-
sented together with the social
democratic group and non-affili-
ated councilor, Victor Pintos. Ac-
cording to Casadevall, there are
several key aspects when appro-
aching the procedure, the first
of which is a proposal to amend

the Transparency Law thatis cur-
rently in force. «<Having access to
all that information that has to
dowithlegislativeissuesorinter-
national treatiesisaright thatall
general councilors have,» hesaid.
The General Counsel also emp-
hasized that a modification of
the General Council Regulations
would allow the commission to
be structured in the same way as
they proposed, thus having «gre-
aterstrength within the commis-
sion, since in in other countries
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Archive image of the CASS building.
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«Having access to information
that has to do with legjislative
issues is a right of the general
councilors»

this is usually presided over by
the opposition groups». Howe-
ver, Casadevall emphasized the
fact that the Government’s pro-
cessing of the various informati-
on should notbe given as an obli-
gation, but as a necessary step in
order to be able to make a delibe-
rate and consensual decision. @
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