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THE CATALAN LAW IN BUSINESSES

Concordia hardens

Councilor Cerni Escalé warns of legal action if sanctions are not applied in the Catalan Law

—

The president of the Concordia parliamentary group, Cerni Escalé.
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Last Thursday afternoon, the Ge-
neral Council held a session in
which the deployment of the Ca-
talan Law was addressed, based
on an urgent question posed by
the president of the Concordia
parliamentary group, Cerni Es-
calé. The main interest was the
monitoring of the implementa-
tion of the law and the actions
of the Government in linguistic
matters, especially in the com-
mercial sector. The Minister of
Culture, Youth and Sports, Mo-
nica Bonell, was in charge of an-
swering the questions raised by
the Concordia parliamentary
group. Bonell confirmed that
«the regulation for the creation
of the language’s own council
is in the process of being appro-
ved»,and thatthe Governmentis

working on a renewal of the Ca-
talan Law, which will be publis-
hed shortly. This modification
will include a clearer and stron-
ger penalty regime. Escalé hig-
hlighted the concern about the
low use of Catalan as avehicular
language in Andorran busines-
ses, stating that «<mostofthesedo
not comply with the established
linguistic requirements». In this
sense, Minister Bonell explained
that the Government’s legal ca-
binet hasreviewed all the files re-
lating to these breaches and that
«intervention in the commercial
sector has been prioritized due
to the seriousness of the detected
cases». According to Bonell, the
sanctioning process will begin
with the sending of informative
letters to the offending compani-
es, many of which have already
accepted the proposed measu-
res. Regarding the sanctions, Bo-
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«Most of these
[shops] do not comply
with the language
requirements
established by law»

nell confirmed that «16 violati-
ons have been resolved and that
there are 17 more pending inves-
tigation». However, the minister
admitted that since the law ca-
me into force, 45 complaints re-
lated to linguistic non-complian-
ce have been received, but none
of them have resulted in a sancti-
on. In addition, she pointed out
that «companies have a deadline
to respond to the Government’s
communications», and that it
will be the Department of Com-
merce and Tourism that will be
responsible for detecting and re-
solving non-compliance. This in-
furiated Councilor Escalé, who
stated that «the Government de-
cides to break the law» and that,
in case the sanctions are not pro-
cessed from January, his group
is considering bringing the Go-
vernment to justice. In the event
that the violations are not pro-
cessed from January, the presi-
dent of the political formation
warned that «his group is consi-
dering taking the matter tojusti-
ce.»Inthisregard, the Head of Go-
vernment, Xavier Espot, rejected
the possibility of Concordia ta-
king legal action, recalling that
«its training had not defended
these measures in the past» and
that the Government follows
the judgment of the legal cabi-
net. For her part, the General Co-
unselor of Andorra Endavant,
Carine Montaner, recalled that
applying these sanctions strict-
ly could have repercussions in
othersectors, such ashealth, sta-
ting that «this could affect the
availability of doctors in the SA-
AS”. @
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Government
simplifies the
regularization of
foreign properties

Marsol highlights the collaboration with FEDA
and the municipalities, while the flats are being

regularized
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In the session of the General Co-
uncil held last Thursday, several
important issues regarding hou-
sing policy were discussed. The
president of Andorra Endavant,
Carine Montaner, questioned the
Government about the status of
the new tax on empty flats, as-
king if they already have the da-
ta of the owners of these properti-
es, as well as of the owners of flats
of foreign residents. Regarding
this, the Minister of the Presiden-
cy, Economy, Work and Housing,
Conxita Marsol, explained that,
at the moment, they only have in-
formation on some owners, espe-
cially thosewho donot have ame-

ter or register zero consumption.

Apart from that, the minister
clarified that not all these pro-
perties can be considered empty:
«By next year we will have the na-
mes of the owners and we will be
able to apply the corresponding
amounts».Anissueinwhich Mon-
tané believes that «a lot would be
gained» if an adequate fiscal ins-
pection were carried out, afactin
which Marsol agreed, who indi-
cated, however, that this task do-
es not depend entirely on the Go-
vernment, since they do not have
complete information on the fis-
cal situation of these owners in
their countries of origin. Even so,
she confirmed thatastudyon the
Spanish tax regime has already
been commissioned from an ex-

pert from Barcelona, which un-
derlines the current ease of regu-
larizing properties thanks to a ru-
ling by the Court of Justice of the
European Union.

As an example of this, Marsol
mentionedthatforaflatof300,000
euros only 724 euros would be ne-
eded in taxes, and even in case of
an inspection, the fine would not
exceed 900 euros. The minister
considers, in this sense, thatregu-
larizing these flats should not be
a problem, and stressed the need
to make them emerge for the be-
nefit of everyone: «They are peo-
plewho, perhaps, due todifferent
circumstances, itis good for them
to have the flats in this situationy,
adding that «<we are trying to sur-
face these flats because this will
benefit everyoneb.

The owner of Housing also ad-
mitted that, for now, there are
«very few» owners of empty pro-
perties who have voluntarily re-
gistered them in the register that
should allow them to pay the tax
thatislevied on them. The situati-
on, she assures, will change from
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Marsol confirms that in 2025 the tax could
begin to be applied to identified owners.

next year. «<We are already star-
ting to have the data in collabora-
tion with mutual insurance com-
panies, FEDA and the municipa-
lities of those properties without
a meter or with zero consumpti-
on», announced the head of eco-
nomic affairs. For this. reaseon,
she advanced that from 2025 «Fi-
nance will be able to have infor-
mation and include more hol-
ders in the register» and, therefo-
re, «<will be able to start applying
it». Despite this, the budget wan-
ted tobe«prudentand an amount
similar to that collected in recent
years has been allocated», she
maintained. e
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«By next year we will know the
names of the owners and we
will be able to apply the taxes
to them. Itis necessary to
surface all apartment»
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«With a better tax inspection,
alotwould be gainedinthe
release of properties. We
must look for an expertas
suchy»
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