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The Agreement with the EU only captures
the interest of a thousand people

The town meetings started by the Government throughout the country have not convinced the public

Image of the town meeting on the Association Agreement with the EU.
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They claim to feel «very satisfi-
ed both quantitatively and qua-
litatively», but the reality is that
the town meetings on the Asso-
ciation Agreement with the EU
initiated by the Government th-
roughout the country, with the
Head of Government, Xavier Es-
pot, and the Secretary of State
for Relations with the European
Union, Landry Riba, have not fi-
nished convincing Andorran ci-
tizens. A series of meetings that
ended lastTuesdayin Andorrala

Vella, with a total of only a thou-
sand people interested in resol-
ving any doubts that the Agree-
ment mightraise.

Even so, Espot was absolute-
ly convinced that it is indeed a
project that has interested the
public: «<We have solved mo-
re than 200 questions and the-
re are 2,800 people who have fo-
llowed the events, either elec-
tronically or in person» all the
while indicating that there was
«alevel ofdetail in the questions
and knowledge of the content
that imposes optimism on us».

However, the head of gover-
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nment was firm in stating that
the aim of these meetings was
not to convince the public, but
to «explain things as they are».
«We mainly wanted to resolve
doubts so that people arrive at
the binding consultation in the
most informed way possible»,
he continued, emphasizing the
fact of wanting to dispel possi-
ble misrepresentations that, ac-
cording to the representative,
the only intention is «to want to
confuse public opiniony.

What was indeed an objective
to be pursued was the fact of re-
peating theattendance of March

Xavier Espot
HEAD OF GOVERNMENT

«We wanted to resolve
doubts so that people
arrive at the consultation
in the most informed way
possible»

12th, when the text of the Agre-
ement was presented to the pu-
blic for the first time, although
inadisjointed way asitwas seve-
ral meetings spread over the ter-
ritory. A goal that could not be
met by the Executive, butwhich
Espot justified under the argu-
ment of being a «less transver-
sal format, in which we now ta-
ke the lead and not the public».
In addition, the head of govern-
ment also wanted to underline,
in line with this issue, that the
intention is not to «fill football
fields», but that we must go «sto-
nebystone» untilweachieve the
set challenges.

And according to Espot, once
the village meetings have been
completed, itis time to see what
other type of meetings should
be held to continue in the line
of ‘propagating’ the message of
the Agreement throughout the
Andorran territory.«<Wewill not
get tired of explaining what we
believe in and the Agreement is
key to the future prosperity of
our country», he said. @
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Bet for a single procedure to deregister
and register in a new parish

The new Census Law will enter parliamentary procedure after it has been agreed by the municipalities
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The new Census Law that the
municipalites have already agre-
ed upon and that will be submit-
ted to parliamentary procedure,
foresees that only one procedu-
re is necessary to be able to de-
register from one parish and re-
gister from another. This was ex-
plained by the senior consuls of
LaMassanaand AndorralaVella,
EvaSansaand Sergi Gonzdlez, af-
ter the meeting of municipal of-
ficials held in La Massana, emp-
hasizing that once this law co-
mes into force, citizens will only
have to go to the parish in which
they want to be registered so
that they are automatically de-
registered. As Sansa claimed, in
this way «the procedures that ci-
tizens have to do will be greatly
expedited, which is a very posi-
tive aspect for the administrati-
on».

As mentioned, the main no-
velty of the new text will be that
with asingle procedurea citizen
will be able to register and dere-

COMU DE LA MASSANA

A moment from the meeting of consuls held last Tuesday in La Massana.

gister from the census of the res-
pective parishes.The Consul Ma-
jor from La Massana also stated
that the text will recognize «re-
troactivity» and, in this sense,
pointed out that citizens may be
asked for the rental contract to
prove this retroactivity. In addi-
tion, she stated that the sancti-
ons had been «toughenedy», sin-
ce it could not be that there we-
re cases like they were now, in
which certain citizens took ye-
ars to process the change of cen-
sus.

On the other hand, Gonzdlez
stated that «citizens asked for»

these facilities, defending that
itis «a first step» to make the ad-
ministrationless «<burdensome»
and «facilitate the procedures».
In thissense, Sansarecalled that
for «cmany mandates» attempts
have been made to speed up as
much as possible the procedu-
res that citizens must do, but he
pointed out that the intercon-
nection between administrati-
ons are «<big words», adding that
it is necessary to go «bit by bit,
sinceyou can’tchange fromone
day to the next.»

SINGLE TAXAGENCY / During the me-
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«The procedures that citizens
have to do will be greatly
expedited, a very positive
aspect for the administration»

eting of consuls, the Minister of
Finance, Ramon Lladds, also ap-
peared, who explained to them
theintention to promote the sin-
gle tax agency. It was agreed to
«start working» by establishing
a series of meetings between the
technicians of the different mu-
nicipalities, a job that, as Sansa
pointed out, will have to be used
tosee «<how faritcan bereached»
and to end up agreeing on this
agency.Togetherwith Gonzdlez,
they pointed out that the route
sheet must now be defined, but
they highlighted the fact that to-
wards the end of June the mee-
ting between technicians and
the Government must take pla-
ce to also see the next steps to be
taken, reports the ANA. @
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