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Andorra has no
iIntention in a
short term to
recognize the
state of Palestine

The fact that Palestine does not have a legitimate
and strong authority is the main reason for this

decision

ARNAU OJEDA GARCIA
ANDORRALAVELLA

The Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Imma Tor, appeared last thurs-
day Friday before the legislati-
ve committee on Foreign Poli-
cy to present the balance sheet
of the portfolio she heads du-
ring 2023 and analyze future
challenges.

One of the questions that
General Counsel Pere Baro¢ as-
ked referred to the position of
the Government of Andorra re-
garding the Palestinian-Israe-
li conflict, Tor affirming that
«Andorra has no intention in
ashort term to recognize the
Palestinian state», aim.

The mainreasonsare thelack
of a legitimate and strong aut-
hority in the territory «the con-
ditions are not met for us to re-
cognize Palestine as a state, An-
dorra’s position is close to that
of France», explained Tor. Even
so, the minister did notrule out
recognizing Palestine as a sta-
te in the future: «It doesn’t me-
an that we don’t have the will
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«At the United Nations we
supported the resolution
to expand the rights of
Palestine»

«We think that it is not yet
the right time to position
ourselves in the middle of
this conflict»

«With Israel we have a
relationship of rapprochement,

exchanges of innovation and we

receive more and more tourists
from there»

to do it», stressing that «we thi-
nkit’s not the right time in the
middle of this conflict».In addi-
tion, she wanted to make it cle-
ar that «at the United Nations
we supported the resolution to
expand therights of Palestine»,
considering that both her mi-
nistry and the Government re-
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gretted that the council did not
accept Palestine as a full mem-
ber within ‘this.

Asked if the country has re-
ceived pressure, Tor explained
that «there has been no pressu-
re, but there were contacts as-
king what we will do».

These contacts have been ma-
de by Spain and Norway, the
Nordic country being the first
to contact Andorra at the Mu-
nich conference last March, alt-
hough there were also contacts
with Slovenia before they re-
cognized Palestine as state. As

the minister informed, the aim
of these territories was «to be a
significant number of countri-
es that could recognize it.
However, Tor stressed that
from the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs they choose towait for mo-
re dialogues close to peace and
remain in a neutral position.
Withregard torelations with
Israel, from the portfolio hea-
ded by Torsheclaimed tohavea
very good relationship, empha-
sizing that its ambassador visi-
ted Andorra last thursday: «<We
have a rapprochement relati-
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onship, exchanges of innovati-
on,andalsoin terms of tourism
we are increasingly receiving
more tourists from there».®@
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Foreign Affairs is confident that
there will be no further cuts due to
protests at the border
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The Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, Imma Tor, explained
during the appearance be-
fore thelegislative commit-
tee on Foreign Policy that
contacts with Spain and
La Generalitat de Catalu-
nya have been constant du-
ring the farmers’ incident.
In addition, Tor stated that
she agreed with the expla-
nations of the Head of Go-
vernment on how Andorra
must stop being a collate-
ral damage of this type of
events.

Even so, Tor detailed that
the Governmentdid everyt-
hing possible to ensure
that access was not cut off,
which had «economic con-
sequences for Andorrav»,
but that «unfortunately it
could not intervene direct-
ly to find a solution». Despi-
te this case, the head of Fo-
reign Affairs affirmed that
they will not ask for dama-
ges - as pointed out by Co-
uncilor Cerni Escalé, who
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recalled that Spanish legislati-
on allows requests for compen-
sation in the event that a third
partyis harmed by protest-, but
that theywill ask thata similar
event does not happen again:
«It is an issue that we will dis-
cuss with the Catalan and Spa-
nish authoritiesin the next me-
etings».

FUTURE AGREEMENTS AND ACCESSI-
ONS FOR ANDORRA 7 On the other
hand, during the appearance
two importantissues were also
discussed such as the possible
accession of Andorra to the In-
ternational Labor Organizati-
on, a fact that is being studied
from two axes : the first, if the
current Andorran legal system
isin conformity with the provi-
sions of this organization and
its agreements and what modi-
fications should be made; and
the second, which would re-
present in matters of human
resources for the monitoring of
all these agreements thatinvol-
ve being a member of this orga-
nization. Even so, Tor explains
that «<everythingisin a prelimi-
nary phase», with the intenti-
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on that during the current le-
gislature «advanced reflection
can be had».

The second issue mentioned
by Tor refers to the United Na-
tions convention against cor-
ruption, she explained that
«we still do not have the legal
system ready», but indicating
that «<we will sign it during
the legislature». In a similar
vein, she wanted to make it cle-
ar that «<we do not sign agree-
ments until we are sure we can
apply themy.

NO ALPINE SKIING WORLD CHAMPIONS-
HIPS IN 2029 AND 2031/ Finally, in re-
ference to the non-election of
Andorra to host the 2029 and
2031 World Cups, the minis-
ter shared the disappointment
and considered that «<we parti-
cipatedin the promotion of the
candidacy, close to the embas-
sies and ministries that had re-
presentation in the Federati-
on Skiing International». From
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
they believe that «there is an is-
sue of logic within the move-
ment of federations that esca-
pes us», stated Tor.e
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