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The lobby of the General Coun-
cil hosted what has been one of 
the most visible campaigns in fa-
vor of the Association Agreement 
carried out so far by the Govern-
ment headed by Xavier Espot, in 
which everything was sold in a 
positivist sense towards the text. 
A meeting that the latter held 
with three former heads of gover-
nment: Marc Forné, Albert Pintat 
and Jaume Bartumeu with the 
aim of exposing the positivism 
with which the fact of having 
an entire text in English that ex-
plains — with technicalities and 
unintelligible articles — what the 
Association Agreement consists 
of. Regarding the central theme 
of the meeting, the set of politi-
cians treated with positivity the 
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Espot, Bartumeu, Pintat and Forné, in the company of journalist Noemí Rodríguez, last Tuesday.
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agreement and the benefits it 
can bring to the country in case 
a hypothetical referendum held 
in the Principality turns out to 
be favorable. A meeting that Es-
pot also took advantage of to rei-
terate, up to five times, that it re-
grets the lack of trust citizens ha-
ve in administrative institutions.

In addition, the head of gover-
nment appealed to the guaran-
tee that it would have been to 
have an association agreement 
signed in the Covid era, becau-
se the government tried to do it 
in the best way, but it missed the 
aid from neighboring countri-
es because, if an agreement had 
been signed, «it would grant 
us more freedom and more so-
vereignty». On the other hand, 
Bartumeu assured that most of 
the proposals from years ago we-
re in line with the desire to be 

a good idea”. Nevertheless, Bar-
tumeu was one of the few, if not 
the only one, with a hint of criti-
cism towards the actions taken 
by the executive, since he poin-
ted out that the Government has 
«taken a long time to publish the 
final text» and this fact may ha-
ve generated some mistrust. In 
addition, he added that «over-
ly technical explanations must 
be avoided», because this also af-
fects the structure of the debate.

With all of this, the Executive 
made one more demonstration, 
in the form of a campaign wit-
hout formalizing it, of only the 
benefits that the agreement re-
presents, a fact that, at least, re-
mains unanswered to the large 
number of doubts that Andor-
ran society has. (To expand this 
information, consult the websi-
te). .

Selling the agreement with 
positivism highlights its shortcomings
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able to add Andorra to the Eu-
ropean Union: «From the Euro-
pean Commission we were advi-
sed that we should analyze the 
economic space and, following 
this analysis, it was decided to 
go ahead with the Association 
Agreement». However, «the atti-
tude of the negotiators in Brus-
sels has shown us that they knew 
a lot about Andorra, and this has 
been done by the desire to ma-
ke the country known interna-
tionally», said Forné. Pintat, slig-
htly out of tune, cited the anec-
dotal situations of neighboring 
countries that have opted for tre-
aties that changed the economic 
and market relationship at so-
me point in history: «So far it has 
gone well, and it could be a do-
cument in which you wouldn’t 
have much confidence, but the 
years have shown us that it was 

XAVIER ESPOT

ALBERT PINTAT

«I trust that the population 
will focus on the Agreement 
and not on the current 
Government»

«I had been given to 
the General Council, it 
must assess whether it is 
necessary or not»

JAUME BARTUMEU

MARC FORNÉ

«The Monetary Agreement 
makes me think that it is 
better to do it to maintain 
confidence»

«I don’t know, I would 
have done it because we 
are concerned about the 
future of Andorra»
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The Concòrdia parliamentary group requests an oral response from the Government in next 
Thursday’s session

the anger over the lack of baccalaureate 
places enters the General council

COL·LEGI SANT ERMENGOL

The Sant Ermengol school playground
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Last Tuesday at noon, the Con-
còrdia parliamentary group joi-
ned the demand for answers ma-
de by eight families last Monday 
due to the lack of baccalaurea-
te places at the Sant Ermengol 
school. General Counselor Ma-
ria Àngels Aché was interested 
in knowing - with a declarati-
on of urgency - why the role of 
the Ministry of Institutional Re-
lations, Education and Univer-
sities in this complex situation 
that some students are going th-
rough.

Specifically, Aché is appea-
ling for the Executive to explain 
what role the ministry headed 
by Ladislau Baró has in relation 
to the situation, since there are 
currently eight students who re-
main without any type of gua-
rantee to access the 2024/2025 
academic year of baccalaurea-
te at Sant Ermengol. The parli-
amentary group asked that the 
question be answered orally in 

the next session to be held at 
the General Council, which will 
take place next Thursday, May 
2nd.

Once the report was presen-
ted in which the families re-
quested action by the Ministry 
of Education of the Spanish Em-
bassy, those involved set a dead-
line of May 13th in order to be 
able to provide a suitable soluti-
on to the problem. However, the 
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More than 140 applications 
received for 105 available 
places
33 The management of the Sant 
Ermengol school states that they 
only have 105 baccalaureate places, 
of which they have allocated a 
hundred. With all that said, it must 
be taken into account that students 
who finish the 4th year of ESO this 
June and have stated that they 
want to study  baccalaureate at the 
same center have priority over new 
registrations received. Finally, the 
management has confirmed that a 
total of 146 applications have been 
received so far, of which 46 remain 
on the waiting list.

the Spanish embassy 
says it is working with 
the Government of 
Madrid to solve the 
problem

ble, which is why the Ministry of 
Education and the Government 
of Madrid are working together .

It should be mentioned that 
the management of the school 
maintained that it accompani-
ed the families throughout the 
process and asked for «calm» in 
order to be able to find a soluti-
on. .
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answer given by the Spanish em-
bassy is that they are working to 
find a solution as soon as possi-
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