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It is said that glass has been
around for fifty-five centuries,
and although it is used to make
all sorts of items, the truth is
that it is magical, inspiring,
and mysterious. People have
considered it a semi-precious
material from time immemorial.

More than a century ago,
Daniel Swarovskitookadvantage
of the beauty of crystal, and
after inventing an electric
glass cutting machine, he later
founded a small crystal factory
in the heart of Tyrol. His main
goal was to create a diamond for
any budget, and he was a great
success: the company has now
transformed into the Swarovski
empire.

Today, the company has a
global presence and Andorra is
no exception - crystals, jewelry,
and accessories, as well as
furnishings from this famous
brand, can be easily found in the
country’s shopping centres as
well as in small private shops.

But what we can only find
in one place on the planetis a
360-degree immersion into the
Swarovski universe opened in
1995 to celebrate the company’s

centenary. This experience is
offered by Swarovski Crystal
Worlds, a green museum located
in the Austrian town of Wattens
(15 kilometres away from
Innsbruck).

We spoke to Stefan Isser,
Director of the Swarovski Crystal
Worlds Museum (Swarovski
Kristallwelten), to reveal some of
the secrets and curiosities of this
extraordinary space. It not only
brings together internationally
renowned artists and designers,
but it is a sensory delight that
teleports us into glittering
worlds.

—What is the history of the
museum?

—Daniel Swarovski, who
founded his crystal cutting
company in 1895, saw crystal
from the very beginning not
only as a material but also as a
source of inspiration. With this
vision in mind, the Swarovski
Kristallwelten (Swarovski Crystal
Worlds Museum) was opened in
1995 for Swarovski’s centenary
as a tribute to crystal lovers.

—The museum has the so-called
«Chambers of Wonders» —where
does this name come from?

—The original principle of the

«Each artist and designer tell a
story here, inspired by

Chambers of Wonders, accessed
through the «giant’s head»
is based on the Chamber of
Wonders of the Ambras Castle in
Innsbruck. In the 16th century,
this chamber was an attempt to
assembleauniversal collection of
all knowledge of the time. This is
whattheconceptoftheSwarovski
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Museum is based on. The main
idea is that every artist and every
designer can tell their story
that was inspired by Swarovski
crystals. Renowned artists such
as Yayoi Kusama, James Turrell,
Lee BulorFernandoRomero have
decorated each of the wonder
chambers with crystal according



18- 19

Friday, 5 July 2024
4y el Periodic

to their inspiration.

—What can we find in the exterior
area of the museum?

—Circling the museum, you
will find plants and flowers
that radiate beauty, inspiration,
and energy. We have created an
amazing botanical landscape
that naturally adapts to the
surrounding Tyrolean alpine
landscape. The centrepiece of
our garden is the Crystal Cloud,
designed by Cao Perrot. A work
made up of more than 800,000
handmade and hand-cutcrystals
that, depending on the time of
day and the seasons, offer our
visitors new perspectives.

The play tower and the
innovativechildren’splayground
are a must-see, offering children
plenty of space for all kinds of
inspiring play and adventure.

The area also features a
magnificent interactive
installation created by
Spanish designer Jaime
Hayon, a crystallised carousel.
This amusement attraction
reimaginesthetraditionalmerry-
go-round while maintaining
its nostalgic appeal. It has a
monochrome design and shines
with 15 million Swarovski
crystals - emanating a warm
glow that creates a fairytale
atmosphere. Folklore and fairy
tales inspired Jaime Hayon to
create the fantastical characters
that adorn the carousel seats.

—This summer, the museum
is offering circus shows in
collaboration with artists from
the Circus Roncalli, a German
professional circus. What can
visitors expect from this event?
—From 19 July to 1 September
2024, we welcome the artists
of the Circus Roncalli to
our garden for the sixth
time since 2019. During the
Circus of Wonder program,
there are four show acts and
15 performances a day. The
programme included in the
day ticket is multifaceted, and
our target audience is anyone
whowants to have a good time.
And we also have a special gift
for these hot summer days
(just find where the Chamber
of Wonder «Silent Light»
is located) and if you find
correctly, you will be waiting
for winter magic and eternal
snow with air temperature of
minus 10 degrees centigrade.

—Which Chamber of Wonders
fascinates the public the most?
And which one is your personal
favourite?

—QOur Chambers of Wonders are
unique, each one enchanting
in its own way. One of our most
exciting exhibitions is «<Umbra»
by James Turrell, one of the most
recognised artists of our time.
Another highlight is «<The Art
of Performance», where visitors
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can admire the costumes of
Hollywood stars such as Lady
Gaga and Elton John. Personally,
I'm particularly excited about
what’s coming up in November.
We will be introducing two
completely new Chambers of
Wonder. I promise they will be
absolutely spectacular...

—What is the profile of visitors to
the museum?
—The museum attracts a very
diverse audience, including art
and culture lovers, Swarovski
fans, as well as families and
people of different ages and
lifestyles.Asoneof Austria’smost
visited attractions, we appeal
to a wide range of interests and
preferences. We are happy to
cater to the widest and most
diverse audience and make sure
that everyone can enjoy it.
Thisyearweexpecttowelcome
around 600,000 visitors. @
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GUETTA CONTROVERSY

ALEX MONTERO / LAURA GOMEZ RODRIGUEZ
ESCALDES-ENGORDANY

The controversy over the can-
cellation of David Guetta’s con-
cert seems to continue to add
chapters to his story. And it is
that according to sources close
to ELPERIODODIC, it seems that
the performance of the French
DJ would have been canceled
by a clause in Guetta’s contract
in which the right to cancel the
concert would be stipulated up
to 24 hours before its celebrati-
on and not only because of the
Civil Protection report in which
itwarned about the possible risk
of electrical storms.

According to the source, some
of the attendees and part of the
organization were already awa-
re of the cancellation announce-
ment even two hours before it,
knowing that Guetta would not
travel from Paris to La Seu d’Ur-
gell as it was agreed, nor would
it subsequently move to the Tar-
ter area where the concert that
would close the second day of
Andorra Mountain Music 2024
was to take place. A performance
for which the artist would have
been paid in full by the company
Live Nation (entity with which
he had signed the contract with
thealleged clause), as confirmed
last Wednesday by the Minister
of Tourism, Jordi Torres, who al-
so emphasized that the amount
deposited by the Government
and Andorra Tourism would in-
deed be returned by part of the
contracted insurer.

As several Spanish media ha-
ve pointed out, it would not be
the first time that the French DJ
would have acted under this sa-
me clause.In July 2018, elDiario.
es puton the table the doubt sur-
rounding the cancellation of the
artist in the performance sche-
duled for the festivities of the
city of Santander, in which anot-
her 10,000 people had purcha-
sed a ticket to see him in concert.
All of them were already inside
the XXXX enclosure since early
afternoon, waiting for Guetta to
appear on stage at 11.30pm. It
wasn’tuntil12:15a.m.,45 minu-

Performance by David Guetta in 2018.

Live Nation'’s refusal to pr
possible canc

The last-minute cancellation of David Guetta's concert in,

tes later, that the organization  untilthelastmomenttoguaran- nicallyimpossible» to get him to
confirmed thesuspensionofthe  teethe presenceoftheartist,but arrive on time.

concert on its social networks,  also stating that they knew that A casuistry that opened seve-
stressing thattheywereworking  at10:00 p.m.itwasalready«tech- ral questions, as reported by EL



4y el Periodic

Friday, 5 July 2024

el Periodic News 21

BiLt

L]
L LT T

ARXIU BBF

MUNDO, such as the fact that
Guetta was able to perform the
next day at the Tomorrowland
festival, which gave rise to all

kinds of rumors about the re-
al reason why the French D]
would not have been able to
fly to Spain and yes to Belgium.

ovide details regarding a
allation clause

Andorra would not have been the only one in recent years

Even more so when, according
to the aforementioned medi-
um, the artist would have co-
llected the ticket money-valued

at 300,000 eurosin total-, despi-
te not having performed in the
concert scheduled in the Can-
tabrian capital. Guetta defen-
ded himself against the accusa-
tions, through a forceful messa-
ge:«Whatneed doIhave to keep
people’s money? [ do 150 shows
ayear and I can afford to return
whatI haven’t earned», adding
that, inrelation to the organiza-
tion’s demands, «<Iwill be happy
to go to courtifthat’swhat they
want».

Anditis thataccording to the
organization itself, the reasons
given by the artist for not going
to the appointment would not
be entirely true, since the airli-
ne with which Guetta was sup-
posed to fly usually has several

The artist canceled a
concert in Santander
citing reasons that
wasn’t entirely
convincing

substitutes for this kind of ca-
ses: «We have not received any
technical proof that the ship
could not take off», they explai-
ned in statements to the Spa-
nish media.

In this way, the reasons for ar-
guingthatitwasacontroversial
cancellation have not stopped
coming to light. Even so, from
the Government they have re-
iterated to this medium that
the cancellation of the perfor-
mance would have been due to
the report issued by Civil Pro-
tection and not for any other
reason, while from Live Nati-
on they continue to maintain
that no they can give more de-
tails about the artist’s contract,
supporting the statements issu-
ed by the Executive and Andor-
ra Tourism. It should also be re-
membered that the Concordia
parliamentary group has sent a
request for information to the
Government about the content
of the contract, and from this
point, the executive has 30 wor-
king days to respond. @



